
Recap of Board of Directors Meeting – Saturday, April 13, 2019 

The Board of Directors of the New Hampshire Conference gathered at the Conference Center 

on Saturday, April 13th 2019 with an agenda full of items to review, discuss and approve. 

However, as is our practice, we opened with a short worship service by Board member Rev. 

Norma Brettell.  She centered our focus on enjoying Sabbath rest and celebrating Earth Day.  It 

was truly a time of spiritual calm and reflection which prepared us to tackle the business 

coming before the Board. 

Our first item was to read a note received from the Rev. Richard Slater.  The Board gave Richard 

and his wife Nirmala a restaurant gift certificate to help them celebrate the ten year 

anniversary of his installation as we honored his years of dedicated service to the New 

Hampshire Conference as Associate Conference Minister.   

Gordon Rankin, Conference Minister, reported on a number of items from administrative 

matters including an update on registrations (127) and ongoing preparations for the 2019 

Horton Center camping season, sharing positive feedback from thee of five planned Horton 

Center Feedback sessions, reporting that we received a new building lease that fills our 

available office space, noting that our Ukama partners impacted by Cyclone Idai could be 

supported through our OGHS special collection and  providing an update from the General 

Synod as potential resolutions for consideration are now posted: 

https://www.synod2019.org/en/uccsynod2019/Resolutions. 

The Board also spent considerable time reviewing a proposal prepared by Gordon, Richard and 

the chairs of the Committees on Ministry.   The proposal recommends a common process for 

our Associations to adopt and implement the 2018 Manual on Ministry, while accommodating 

differences in each Association’s by-laws and process.   We hope to have all seven Associations 

on board by the fall as each Association will need to carefully review their by-laws to determine 

how best to implement the 2018 MOM, while recognizing the specific needs of their local 

churches.  A link to this proposal in included here: 

https://www.nhcucc.org/uploads/documents/weekly-news-

documents/Recommendation%20to%20the%20Associations%20Regarding%20Adoption%20of

%20MOM.pdf . 

One key initiative for the Board this year is to learn more about Conference-passed resolutions 

with a commitment to explore effective ways of supporting them.  For this meeting we chose to 

focus on the Immigration Resolution passed at the October 2017 Annual Meeting: 

http://www.nhcucc.org/uploads/documents/weekly-news-documents/Resolution%20-

%20Immigration.pdf .  Four members of the Immigrant and Refugee Support Group (IRSG), a 

Mission Group of the Justice and Witness Ministry joined us to discuss their work:  Nancy Pape, 

Gail Kinney, Charles Kennedy and Jessica Price.  Sharing a number of personal stories, they 

highlighted various process and legal concerns surrounding the immigration and refugee issue 

in New Hampshire and the United States.  The focus of their work centers on education and 

support of immigrants and refugees, many of whom are ICE detainees in the Dover facility who 

are simply seeking asylum and safety in the U.S. The IRSG also raises funds for bonds, jail 

commissary accounts for phone calls and personal care products, and provides some legal 
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assistance.  The Board expressed its ongoing gratitude for the passionate support by this group 

to those immigrants and their families needing assistance while ICE detainees or after their 

release.  The IRSG has a page on the NH Conference website: 

http://www.nhcucc.org/conference-ministries/justice-witness-ministry/immigration-mission-

group .  The IRSG has also developed a number of documents to help local churches understand 

the issues including a beautifully crafted pamphlet and several bulletin inserts.  See their page 

for more information on these resources and consider providing financial assistance to support 

their important work. 

Finally, the Board is excited to remind everyone of the service of installation for Rev. Gordon 

Rankin as the New Hampshire Conference Minister scheduled for Saturday, April 27th at 1:30 at 

the First Congregational Church of Wolfeboro.  A number of Conference Ministers from other 

Conferences and the Rev. John Dorhauer, General Minister and President of the UCC are 

planning to attend.  It will be a wonderful day as we celebrate Gordon’s installation and the 

beginning of a new chapter in the spiritual life of our Conference.   Please mark your calendars! 

I continue to offer grateful thanks to the Board members, Conference Staff, the many Ministry 

and Mission Groups members for all they do to support the important mission and ministry of 

the New Hampshire Conference. 

 

Easter Blessings, 

  Marcie Miller, Conference President  

http://www.nhcucc.org/conference-ministries/justice-witness-ministry/immigration-mission-group
http://www.nhcucc.org/conference-ministries/justice-witness-ministry/immigration-mission-group

