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After saying this, Jesus spat on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it 
on the man’s eyes. “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this word means 
“Sent”). So the man went and washed, and came home seeing. 

John 9:6-7 
 
They came to Bethsaida, and some people brought a blind man and begged Jesus to 
touch him. He took the blind man by the hand and led him outside the village. When he 
had spit on the man’s eyes and put his hands on him, Jesus asked, “Do you see 
anything?” 
 

He looked up and said, “I see people; they look like trees walking around.” 
 

Once more Jesus put his hands on the man’s eyes. Then his eyes were opened, his sight 
was restored, and he saw everything clearly. Jesus sent him home, saying, “Don’t even 
go into the village.” 

Mark 8:23-25 
 
“Spit in the mud, Jesus, and wake these people UP!” 

Grandmother Elzena’s 
Chapter and Verse 

 
As did the people who came to Bethsaida, black voices in the New Hampshire 
Conference who share your faith (indeed we are here) are BEGGING Jesus to touch you; 
and we are asking you, PLEASE, do not go back to sleep.  Do not go to your comfortable 
village.  Not again.  
 
Christians have had 400 years of wakeup calls.  This uprising of white supremacist 
terrorists fell on Epiphany - a moment of sudden revelation or insight - a time to snap 
out of it.  A revelation is indeed an awakening.  Racism is once again revealed. No 
coincidence here, is there? 
  
Spit in the mud, Jesus.  There were white supremacists from across the country trashing 
the Capitol.  That building was born of the forced labor of our ancestors on land stolen 
from our indigenous family.  The house of democracy does not belong to the American 
Isis.  It is not theirs to take; but we are happy to share it.   Equality can feel like 



oppression to the everyday white privileged. All those black votes threatened their 
unearned pedestal of white superiority and false white dominance.  But those votes are 
actually a gift to democracy.  White supremacists are not victims.  
 
To the beloved people of the paler tones who worship in the New Hampshire 
Conference of the United Church of Christ: 
 
Epiphany is a manifestation of the divine. We are now called to embody Christ.   Right 
now, we do not need your allyship. We need you to be our accomplices, and to be that 
manifestation. You will not feel the constant trauma that lives in us. But you can move 
from ephemeral outrage to sustained outrage. That should keep you awake.  This is not 
a current event. It is the chronic disease of whiteness. Whiteness is a myth that was 
codified in 1705. It stuck. It glued your eyes shut. It’s a festering sore. 
 
Spit in the mud Jesus and wake your people up. 
 
Now y’all go wash yourselves in the Pool of Siloam. 
 
Blessings, 
 
Racial Justice Mission Group, New Hampshire Conference 
 

The Reverend Renee Rouse, Pastor and Teacher, Northwood UCC,  
the only African American Pastor in the NHCUCC, 
Co-Chair of the Racial Justice Mission Group 
 
Dr. Harriet Corean Ward Pilgrim UCC, Pilgrim UCC, Brentwood-Kingston, 
Co-Chair of the Racial Justice Mission Group 
 
Kira Morehouse, Brookside Congregational Church, Manchester,  
a member of Racial Justice Mission Group 

 
In these words from sisters of color in our Conference, we hear a clear and urgent call to 
action.  They have asked us to join them in the hard work, the Christian work, of 
dismantling racism and building the beloved community in New Hampshire and beyond.  
They have asked us to be their accomplices: not just allies, but engaged partners, 
watchful friends, even the Body of Christ together. 
 



As your Peace with Justice Advocates, we join our sisters and brothers on the Racial 
Justice Mission Group in their ongoing witness and courageous work.  We honor their 
faithfulness in naming their experience here in New Hampshire.  We take their pain 
seriously and incorporate their passion in our own reflection and work.  We are their 
accomplices now, committed to the journey, committed to the gospel project that binds 
us to one another in Christian kinship and mutual support.  We are a united and uniting 
church. 
 
We believe this is a moment of choice and consequence, what we sometimes call a 
“kairos” moment in the Christian tradition.  It is not enough to call for healing and unity, 
if we do not vigorously and bravely discern the evil among us and the damage it has 
done.  To hunger for justice now is to name this evil, to mourn it publicly, and to turn 
boldly and actively to new priorities and practices. 
 
We remember that Martin Luther King, Jr. diagnosed “the giant triplets” of militarism, 
racism and materialism in America.  He insisted, in word and deed, that peoples of faith 
organize boldly to resist these triplets and enact God’s justice and righteousness.  As 
your Peace with Justice Advocates, we will continue to lift up this work, and to 
collaborate with the Racial Justice Mission Group to invite prophetic action, sustained 
action, in our conference.  We can and we must wash in the Pool of Siloam.  We can and 
we must be proclaim God’s year of jubilee.  We can and we must be Good News. 
 
This task belongs to all of us. 
 
We call every congregation, every member, every clergyperson in the state to join us in 
this urgent work.  Let us awaken together.  Let us keep watch together.  And let us act in 
faith and courage, accomplices in faith and action!  God is with us. 
    
In solidarity and partnership, 
 
The Peace with Justice Advocates, New Hampshire Conference 
 

The Reverend David Grishaw-Jones, Pastor, Community Church of Durham,  
member of the Peace with Justice Advocates  
 
Janet Zeller, South Congregational UCC, Concord, 
Chair, Peace with Justice Advocates NHCUCC 

 


