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2020 Prepared to Serve Agenda 

Registration (Refreshments) 

Welcome and Worship 

  8:00 am -   8:45 am 

  9:00 am -   9:40 am 

Workshop Block A                10:00 am - 11:15 am 

Workshop Block B      11:35 am - 12:35 pm 

Workshop Block C      12:55 pm -   1:55 pm 

Workshop Block D        2:15 pm -   3:30 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Registration                              
Register online by following the registration 

link at www.nhcucc.org.  All major credit cards 

and personal checks will be accepted.                

*If you do not have access to the internet, 

or if you are doing a mass registration and 

do not have a unique email address for 

each registrant, please contact Cindy 

Bradley at 603-225-6647 x1100 for 

assistance.  

Online Registration                  
Individuals registering online before February 

12, 2020 at 11:59 pm will pay a reduced fee 

of $40/person. If the registration fees should 

prohibit your ability to attend this event please 

contact Ann Desrochers at 603-715-9526 or 

email events@nhcucc.org  for assistance. 

Day-of Registrations                  
Individuals registering after the close of online 

registration (February 13th) will need to wait 

until the day of the event to register.   

The “Day-Of” registration fee is $55/person. 

Refreshments & Lunch                                 
The registration fee includes a continental 

breakfast, refreshments, and a full buffet 

lunch or optional boxed lunch.  Because the 

food service department doesn’t have a 

registered dietitian available, we are unable to 

honor special requests. 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship 
Morning worship will begin promptly at 9:00 am.                                            

Offering                                                 
The offering received during the worship service, 

will go to support the many ministries of the New 

Hampshire Conference, United Church of Christ. 

Your support makes events like Prepared to Serve 

possible. Along with your offering, please bring 

your church’s 2020 OCWM Pledge Form. 

Exhibitors                                           
The Exhibit Area will be open throughout the day. 

Participants are encouraged to visit with the 

representatives of these local, state, and national 

organizations. 

Child Care 
If you require child care in order to fully participate 

in this event, we ask that you make your own 

arrangements. The NH Conference is prepared to 

provide financial assistance. Please contact Ann 

Desrochers at 603.715.9526 or via email at 

adesrochers@nhcucc.org  for additional 

information.  

Accessibility                              
Pembroke Academy is an accessible facility with 

designated parking at the main entrance. If you 

require additional accommodation in order to fully 

participate in this event, we ask that you make 

your own arrangements.  The NH Conference will 

reimburse you for 50% of the cost, up to a 

maximum of $200. Please submit reimbursement 

requests to events@nhcucc.org with either a 

written estimate or receipt two weeks in advance.  

BRING THIS BOOKLET   WITH YOU TO THE EVENT! 

Remember 

http://www.nhcucc.org/
mailto:events@nhcucc.org
mailto:adesrochers@nhcucc.org
mailto:events@nhcucc.org


  

10:00am – 11:15am  
 

 

A1 Boundary Awareness Training:   

A Lay Leader’s Perspective 

(Introductory/Beginner)  Good boundaries are essential to keeping everyone safe, even in 

church. This workshop will take a look at what lay leadership needs to know about healthy 

boundaries in a church context.  

The goal of the workshop is to explore with lay leaders the fundamental understandings of 

keeping health boundaries.   

Presented by Rev. Gordon Rankin (Conference Minister, New Hampshire Conference, United 

Church of Christ)  

 

A2 Using Words to Scatter the Seeds of Faith  

(Intermediate/Some Experience) It used to be said, “Preach the Gospel at all times, and if 

necessary use words.” In today’s culture of distrust of religion, we must learn how to articulate 

our excitement about a relationship with God and explain why it can be transforming. 

The goals of this workshop are: 

 To examine why sharing our faith is so scary,  

 Discuss how to do it in a way that is appropriate for us, and 

  Share how we can sow seeds that can help someone discover a significant relationship 

with God.  

Presented by Rev. Gayle Murphy (Minister at large, called by the Congregational Church of 

North Barnstead, NH)  

Room 1003 

Room 1004 

10 



  

A3 Creating Rituals of Transition for Adulthood 

(Introductory/Beginner) Graduating from high school/college; Becoming ‘empty nesters’; 

Entering retirement; Giving up driving.  Those are just four examples of transition in adulthood, 

which can be eased by a Ritual of Spirit.  These rituals are desperately needed in the church 

and in the world right now.  

 

Join Rev. Emilia Halstead in a Creative Brainstorm about the rituals of adult transition that 

should be offered by the church and in an exploration of what should be included in those 

rituals. 

  

Presented by Rev. Emilia Halstead (Pastor, First Congregational Church, UCC, Concord, NH) 

 

A4 Listening to the Holy Spirit  

(Introductory/Beginner, Also offered in Block D4) God may still be speaking, but how 

good are we at listening?  Based on tested Ignatian discernment practices, this workshop will 

help leaders seeking God’s help in changing and growing their churches.  In 2021, I’ll be 

offering a workshop on group discernment that will build on this workshop, so you might find it 

useful to have some practice with individual discernment first.  Don’t wait for the burning bush, 

set your own soul on fire!  

Objectives: 

 Develop a practical, hands-on plan for improving your skills at seeking God’s direction in 

your life. 

 Leave with a tool kit for working through the challenges of subtle nudges or deep 

silences from God 

 

Presented by Rev. Catherine A. Merrill (Minister, Brookline Community Church, NH) 
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A5 Back from the Brink & You, Your Church and Your  

Community 

(Introductory/Beginner)  At the 2019 Annual Meeting of the NHCUCC, we adopted the 

Back from the Brink Resolution - A Call to Prevent Nuclear War. This session will answer your 

questions and provide the information and resources needed for you and your church to take 

the next steps toward pulling us back from the brink of a nuclear war catastrophe. 

The goals of this workshop are: 

 To give participants the information and resources they/their churches need to be 

informed about, and engage in, the issues of nuclear war leading to endorsing the Back 

from the Brink campaign, and  

 To build a grass roots movement to prevent nuclear war.  

 

Presented by Rev. Gray Fitzgerald (Member, NHCUCC Peace with Justice Advocates Mission 

Group), Janet Zeller (Chair, NHCUCC Peace with Justice Advocates Mission Group), Jeremy 

Love (NH Peace Action and the Union of Concerned Scientists), and Sandra Yarney (Seacoast 

Peace Response) 

 

A6 Celebrate Earth 1 

(Introductory/Beginner, continuing session offered in Block D6)    This session celebrates 

and explores the most intimate and revelatory source of the closeness of God – experiences in 

nature. Explore your ecohistory. Gain insight into the role science, and scripture play in one’s 

connection to God’s creation. Leave the session with senses opened to the fresh beauty of life. 

Come willing to share several personal experiences in nature. 

Presented by Eric Chamberlain (Member, NHCUCC Environmental Justice Mission Group) 

 

  

Room 1014 

Room 1017 



  

A7 The Extravagant and Accessible Welcome: Promoting  

Accessibility for People with Disabilities in Worship and Church Life 

(Introductory/Beginner) This workshop will explore ways that worship and church activities 

can be made more accessible to those with physical disabilities, hearing and vision 

impairments, cognitive impairments, and autism spectrum and sensory processing disorders 

across the life span. Participants will consider “disability” as defined by the World Health 

Organization, and how that perspective can inform our efforts to remove barriers to participation 

in church life. 

The goals/objectives of this workshop are:  

 Understand medical model vs. social model of disability 

 Recognize barriers to participation 

 Learn ways to remove barriers for various disability communities  

Presented by Linda Lannin (Occupational Therapist, Assistive Technology Professional, and 

Member, Congregational Church of Amherst, NH) 

  

A8 Singing the Bible 

(Introductory/Beginner) Music is an integral part of worship and a key way that we teach 

and learn our faith. Choosing appropriate music can be daunting for non-musicians and 

musicians alike. In this workshop, you’ll get tools to help you find good hymns and songs that 

enhance worship and strengthen faith.  

 

The goals of this workshop are:  

 To explore genres of faith-based music, 

 To discover themes in the music of faith, and  

 To experience writing lyrics to familiar tunes to fit specific themes and/or Biblical texts.  

 

Presented by Rev. Dr. Ruth E. Shaver (Interim Pastor, First Church of Christ, Congregational, 

UCC, North Conway, NH) 
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A9 Environmental Stewardship, Green Congregations, and                               

Eco-Justice Issues  

(Appropriate for all levels: Beginner to Advanced) We shall discuss how to create an 

Environmental Justice Ministry in your church. You will learn how your group can help your 

church become a “Green Congregation” using the resources available at the workshop. We will 

discuss current issues of Eco-Justice, such as mountaintop removal, the tar sands pipeline, 

fracking gas polluting the drinking water of Americans, especially the Native Americans of the 

Standing Rock Reservation. You will also learn about the New England Environmental Justice 

Youth Summit to be held here in NH on Saturday, March 21, 2020 at South Church in Concord, 

from 9:00 a.m.to 4:00 p.m. Details are also published in the "Weekly News". 

Presented by Sue Moore (Member, NHCUCC Environmental Justice Mission Group) 

  

A10 Best Financial Practices for Churches 

(Intermediate/Some Experience, Also offered Block D10)      This workshop covers financial 

issues of interest to church treasurers, trustees, financial employees, and clergy. Topics include 

government reporting requirements, minister compensation, charitable contributions, the effect 

of federal income taxes, church financial controls, investment issues, and document retention. 

The goal of this workshop is to provide ministers and lay leaders with an overview and basic 

knowledge of nonprofit financial issues unique to churches.  

Presented by William E. Hoysradt, CPA, MBA (Retired Finance Officer, NH Conference, UCC 

and Stewardship Ministry Co-Chair, Brookside Congregational Church, UCC, Manchester, NH) 
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A11 Our Country’s Disturbing Immigration Policies and  

What We (Ordinary Americans) Can Do to Stop Them  

Under the Trump Administration, the United States has reversed its longstanding policy of 

welcoming refugees and immigrants. Instead, our country is harshly rejecting most immigrants, 

even those who are desperately seeking safety after fleeing from gang violence and predatory 

cartels in their home countries. 

 

We are now separating children from their families, locking kids in cages, incarcerating their 

family members in unsanitary conditions where they have no clean water, barely room to sleep 

on the cement floor, inadequate medical care, and of course no treatment for the PTSD 

(trauma) that they’re suffering.  

 

Trump’s MPP/Remain in Mexico policy illegally sends vulnerable families back to dangerous 

parts of Mexico where predatory gangs can easily target them for kidnapping, rape, and death. 

 

With these cruel and hateful policies, we are causing vulnerable people to suffer, to be 

traumatized, perhaps for life. 

 

Trump is doing all this in our names and with our tax dollars. We must do everything in our 

power to stop the degrading of the American dream. 

 

The goals of this workshop are: 

 To raise people’s consciousness about the horrors being perpetrated in our name both 

at the borders and in other immigration-related settings. 

 To motivate folks to get active and do whatever they can to return our country’s policies 

back to American (and religious) values of loving our neighbors as ourselves, and 

welcoming the stranger because we too were once strangers in a foreign land. 

 

Presented by Ken Barnes (Member, Temple Beth Jacob, Concord, NH) 
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A12 Breaking the Silence Sunday – A Congregation Opens its 

 Heart 

(Introductory/Beginner) Last summer General Synod passed the resolution, “Supporting 

Survivors of Rape and Sexual Violence through an Ongoing Church-Wide Observance of Break 

the Silence Sunday.” For several years churches throughout the United Church of Christ have 

been using annual resources to identify their worship services and community activities as safe 

places for those who are living with experiences of violence.  

This workshop, led by Maren Tirabassi, a coordinator of the resolution and writer of some of the 

materials, will lay out simple steps to reach out with compassion one Sunday a year with a 

simple prayer, a litany, some sermon illustrations or more. 

The goals of this workshop are to: 

 Give clergy and lay leadership simple tools to address these sensitive issues.  

 Help churches to not avoid “Break the Silence” for fear that it involves counseling 

beyond their staff skills or commitment to specific advocacy.  

 

Presented by Rev. Maren C. Tirabassi (Retired Pastor; Standing in the NHCUCC Carroll-

Strafford Association; and Member, Second Christian Congregational., UCC, in Kittery, ME) 

 

A13 You Already Have a Facebook Page…Now What?!  

(Intermediate/Some Experience) So your church has a Facebook page, but what’s the next 

step? How can it help you to interact with your members and community? How do I get more 

people to react to our posts? How can a team approach to placing content on your page make it 

more effective? 

 

This workshop will teach you how to: expand your audience, create engaging posts, advertise 

your events, use Page Insights, and even hire non-clergy staff. 

 

Presented by Kristen Diamond (Marketing Volunteer, Co-chair of the Church Support Team, 

and Vitality Team Member, Atkinson Congregational Church, NH) and Rev. Jim Thomas 

(Pastor and Teacher, and wannabe Social Media Guru, Atkinson Congregational Church, NH) 
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A14 From PTSD to Moral Injury  

(Intermediate/Some Experience) This workshop will explore our evolving of the ways people 

are impacted by war and other traumatic experiences. The concept of Moral Injury adds a 

spiritual perspective to the largely clinical framework of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD). 

The goals of this workshop are:  

 Learn about the history of human awareness of post-traumatic stress response. 

 Learn about the emerging concept of Moral Injury.  

 Be able to distinguish between PTSD and Moral Injury.   

 

Presented by Aaron Pawelek, LICSW, MSW, MTS (Clinician, New England Pastoral Institute, 

Salem, NH and Lay Leader, North Parish of North Andover, MA, Unitarian Universalist) and 

Rev. Dr. Rhonda MacLeod (Clinical Resident, New England Pastoral Institute, Salem, NH and 

Interim Pastor, West Congregational Church, Concord, NH)  

 

A15 Exploring Justice: The Ten Commandments – A New 

Social Justice Resource  

(Appropriate for all levels: Beginner to Advanced) This workshop will introduce you to a 

new social justice resource for small groups that looks at contemporary issues through the lens 

of the Ten Commandments. Everyone who attends will receive a free copy of the material.  

The goal of this workshop is to introduce the resource and help people understand its goals and 

methodology as they consider using it in their churches.  

Presented by Rev. Anne Robertson (Executive Director, Massachusetts Bible Society) 

 

A16 Capital Campaigns – Now is the Time 

(Introductory/Beginner)  This workshop will cover the steps in planning and conducting a 

Capital Fund Raising Campaign based on a Campaign conducted 2011-2016 at the First 

Congregational Church, Hampton, New Hampshire. 

The goal of this workshop is to provide insight in planning, organizing, and conducting a capital 

campaign and subsequently executing the building phase. 

Presented by David Weatherby (Capital Campaign Co-Chair and currently on the Board of 

Wardens, First Congregational Church, Hampton, NH) 
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A17 Solitude and Solidarity:  Advocacy for Transgender  

People and Their Allies 

(Intermediate/Some Experience)  With common misunderstandings in our culture about 

transgender people, the church has a responsibility to educate and advocate.  Participants will 

be given basic tools to accurately understand and speak up.  You will have a foundation to 

provide an extravagant welcome to transgender friends into culture and local congregations. 

After learning about the challenges and joys of transgender experience, attendees will explore 

actions that churches may take to advocate for safety and justice.  Finally, attendees will learn 

to ground knowledge and action in contemplative awareness to empower faithful response.  

 

Presented by Rev. Dr. David B. Reynolds (Senior Staff, Pastoral Counseling Services, 

Manchester, NH; Member, South Congregational Church, UCC, Concord, NH; and Ordained 

Minister, Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)) 

 

 

 

A18 The Sacred Art of Storytelling 

(Introductory/Beginner) As spiritual teachers and leaders, it’s our responsibility and 

privilege to preach, inspire, teach, help, challenge and heal.  We can do this especially 

effectively through stories.  In this workshop we’ll explore the differences between oral and 

written culture, the human propensity for stories (including some current research findings from 

psychology and neuroscience), the role of stories in religious traditions, and some fundamentals 

of engaging storytelling.   

 

Presented by Rev. Dr. Mellen Kennedy (Founder and Director, Peace and Unity Bridge and 

Minister, Unitarian Universalist Church, Springfield, VT) 
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11:35am – 12:35pm 
 
 

B1 The Horton Center Experience 

(Introductory/Beginner)   Come learn about the great opportunity Horton Center offers you, 

your family and your church to grow closer to each other and to God!  We will do activities, sing 

songs, play games, eat s’mores, and learn why so many people of all ages can’t wait to get 

back up ‘On the Mountain’! 

The goals of this workshop are:  

 Make sure everyone knows what Horton Center does and has to offer.  

 Excite people to come and use Horton Center.  

 Present Volunteer opportunities  

 Have fun and fellowship! 

 

Presented by Tim Hughes (Interim Executive Director, Horton Center) 

 

B2 Poor People’s Campaign:  

Moral March Together on Washington 

(Introductory/Beginner) The legacy of Martin Luther King is being lived right now through 

the Poor People’s Campaign: A National Call for Moral Revival. Learn about King’s vision of a 

Campaign to combat the “triple evils” of systemic poverty, racism and militarism. Get excited 

about how this Campaign creates moral fusion to work against our nation’s distorted moral 

narrative. Find out how to commit to joining thousands in Washington DC for the Moral March 

on June 20! 

This goal of this workshop is to inform participants about the Poor People’s Campaigns moral 

demands and fusion method for action and to build enthusiasm and commitment for the June 20 

Moral March on Washington. 

 

Presented by Rev. Jason Wells (Executive Director, NH Council of Churches) and Members of 

the Economic Justice Mission Group, NHCUCC and NH Poor People’s Campaign)  
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B3 God's Love Triumphs over Judgement:   

An Introduction to Divine Mercy 

(Introductory/Beginner) The message, power, and truth of Divine Mercy has transformed 

the Catholic Church since its acceptance in 1978.  Its’ message of extraordinary graces for our 

time is finally finding its way beyond the Catholic world and offers real hope and spiritual 

encouragement for these challenging days for all churches and believers. 

Since retiring from pastoral ministry in 2015, Rev. Jim Howard has explored the message and 

devotion of Divine Mercy, even becoming a Marian Missionary of Divine Mercy.  Expect to be 

inspired by the Divine Mercy Image, Prayers, and Extraordinary Graces.  

The goal of this workshop is to introduce Divine Mercy to attendees for their edification and 

inspiration.  

Presented by Rev. Jim Howard (Founding Member, A New Thing Task Force Mission Group, 

NHCUCC and Parishioner, First Congregational Church of Hopkinton, NH) 

B4 Secular Books for Sacred Discussion 

(Introductory/Beginner) We want our faith to integrate with our secular lives.  Using 

familiar activities, like a book group which reads very-NOT-church-y books, has dramatically 

increased our fellowship and our skills at integrating our faith into our Monday to Saturday lives.  

Objectives: 

 Review successful tools for selecting and discussing very secular books 

 in a sacred way. 

 Explore techniques for integrating book discussions back into worship 

 

Presented by Rev. Catherine A. Merrill (Pastor, Brookline Community Church, NH)  

 

B5 Islam 101  

(Introductory/Beginner)   Islam is one of the most misunderstood religions. This presentation 

will go over stereotypes, practices and beliefs of Muslims. The goal of the presentation is a 

better appreciation of the diverse Muslim practices and a better understanding of the complexity 

of Muslim practices.  

Presented by Asma Elhuni (Lead Organizer, United Valley Interfaith Project)  
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B6 Critical Insurance Issues for Church Leaders 
    

(Introductory/Beginner) An overview of insurance issues facing churches today along with a 

review of the essential coverages every church needs. The workshop will include a discussion 

of recent claim trends and risk management practices to reduce the church's exposure to 

losses.  

 

The goals of this workshop are: 

 To raise awareness of necessary insurances to protect ministries, 

 Provide useful risk management techniques to reduce the chance of loss at 

churches.  

  

Presented by Jeff McDonnell (UCC Insurance Board)  

 

B7 Walking in Circles: A God-Inspired Path  

(Introductory/Beginner) What can we gain from noticing the calming influence of circles, 

spirals and labyrinths? There are negative connotations to “walking in circles” or “spiraling out of 

control.” What if circles and spirals were actually sacred archetypes that allowed us to be 

creative about our experiences rather than judgmental? The circle offers us the opportunity to 

center ourselves. The spiral offers us a metaphor beyond time from which to view our lives. The 

labyrinth offers an opportunity to be wholly present to God. You will have an opportunity to hear 

about all of this and more in our time together. 

The goal of this workshop is to present some basic information about circles, spirals and 

unicursal pathways like the labyrinth and how they can be tools for a more profound relationship 

with God. 

Presented by Rev. Dr. Deborah Roof (Senior Pastor and Teacher, First Parish Congregational 

Church, UCC, East Derry, NH) 

 

B8 Traveling to Zimbabwe as a Delegation Member 

(Intermediate/Some Experience) Have you dreamed of traveling to Zimbabwe to meet 

members of your partner UCCZ congregation, but wondered what it would be like – what 

challenges and experiences might await you?  In this workshop, members of prior delegations 

will share their experiences of travel in Zimbabwe, and offer tips and best practices for making 

the trip a rewarding and memorable experience.  Information will also be shared about the  

delegation traveling in the summer of 2020.  

 

Presented by Rev. David Keller (Pastor, South Newbury Union Church, NH, and Chair, 

NHCUCC Ukama Mission Group), Rev. Richard Slater (Associate Conference Minister, 

NHCUCC), and Charen Urban (Member, NHCUCC Ukama Mission Group)  

Room 1018 
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B9 Environmental Justice Panel  

(Introductory/Beginner) This workshop will have a four person discussion panel to field 

questions and provide information about current environmental issues and “greening” your 

church. 

The goal of this workshop is to educate attendees about various aspects of the current climate 

crisis and strategies to adopt to help.  

Presented by Robin Walkup (Chair, NHCUCC Environmental Justice Mission Group, and 

Member, First Congregational Church of Wilmot), Sue Moore (Member, NHCUCC 

Environmental Justice Mission Group, and Member, South Congregational Church, Concord), 

Eric Chamberlain (Member, NHCUCC Environmental Justice Mission Group), and Rev. Dr. 

Robert Shore-Goss (Retired Pastor; Member of the Federated Church, UCC of Marlborough, 

NH; Trainer/Theologian for the UCC Council for Climate Justice; and Member, Environmental 

Justice Mission Group, NH Conference UCC) 

 

B10 Mass Incarceration and Restorative Justice 

(All levels, no prior experience necessary, intense class, also offered in Block C10) 

The US incarcerates more people than any other nation. 7 million people are under the 

supervision of the criminal justice system. 2.3 million are behind bars in jails, state, and federal 

prisons and the rest on probation or parole. This class will give you a vocabulary and insight into 

one of the greatest problems facing America today. In addition, you will be inspired as to how 

you and your church can make a difference. 

The goal of this workshop is to understand and be empowered concerning Mass Incarceration 

and Restorative Justice.  

Presented by Cheryl Stromski (Member in Discernment, Rockingham Association, and 

Member, Stratham Community Church, UCC, NH)  
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B11 Dignity, Opportunity & Human Rights – Toward a  

Humane Immigration Policy 

(All levels welcome. Some experience is beneficial) Together we will examine core 

principles for a humane immigration policy—fair and sustainable economic policies, worker 

protections, civil rights, a path to citizenship, access to health care and human services, a 

demilitarized southern border and family unification. We will discuss how we can advocate for 

policies which center dignity and opportunity, and how we call upon our elected officials to be 

champions for human rights and well-being.  

 

The goal of this workshop is for participants to increase their understanding of the root causes 

and driving factors of migration, the harm caused by current US policies, and the benefits of 

federal and state policies that reflect our values of safety, inclusion, anti-racism and equality.  

We will look together at a variety of resources including AFSC’s The New Path: Toward a 

Humane Immigration Policy. 

 

Presented by Eva Castillo (Director, NH Alliance for Immigrants and Refugees) and Maggie 

Fogarty (Co-director, American Friends Service Committee) 
 

B12 Aging in Place – Into the Unknown   

(Introductory/Beginner) No one knows what’s best for everyone – but there are lots of 

options. Listen to some of the current options through a paradigm of un-bias evaluation.  

The goal of this workshop is to offer a presentation and discussion of aging options – looking at 

the pros and cons of many current and future aging options, while applying knowledge to your 

specific situation and your life.  

Presented by Scott Hatfield (Sales Counselor, Havenwood Heritage Heights, Concord, NH) 

 

B13 Awakening to Racial Justice: Beginning the Journey of  

 the Racial Justice Church 

(Introductory/Beginner) Through videos, personal testimony, and discussion we will repeat 

last year’s Awakening to Racial Justice 101, and include ways of  implementing the  Resolution 

of Witness of 2018: Awaking to Racial Justice. Guidelines for Becoming a Racial Justice Church 

are provided on-line. (Click here to review the document) 

The goal of this workshop is to progress in welcoming NHCUCC to Becoming a Racial Justice 

Church and to educate the need for Racial Justice to address White Supremacy. 

 

Presented by Rev. Dr. Dawn Berry (Chair, NHCUCC Racial Justice Mission Group) and 

Harriet Corean Ward (Member, NHCUCC Racial Justice Mission Group) 3  
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B14  Providing Joy, Dignity, and Safety to Girls in Developing 
 Countries 
 

(Introductory/Beginner) Dress a Girl Around the World is an international Christian based 

501C3 organization. We make and distribute simple dresses to girls in developing countries.  

 

The goal of this workshop is to inform and inspire our Christian community about the program 

and opportunity to deliver dresses on their next mission trip.  

 

Presented by Jacqueline Dewey (Ambassador Southern Maine/New Hampshire, Dress a Girl) 

Ky Wolterbeek (Conference Leader, Safe Passage), and Linda Bonnetti (Member, First 

Congregational Church of Manchester, NH) 

 

 

B15 Children’s Sermons 

(Introductory/Beginner, Also Offered in Block C15)  In this workshop we will learn to 

share scripture with our children in worship using props, anecdotes, and imagination!  

The goal of this workshop is to leave with tools and ideas for preaching to children. 

Presented by Jennifer Hurley (Children’s Worship Leader, Deerfield Community Church, UCC, 

NH) 

 

B16 Planning a Sabbatical 

(Introductory/Beginner)  Come learn about the process of planning a sabbatical for the 

pastor of your church!  Learn about applying for grants, how to use the money, tools for your 

pastor to plan their time, and how to help your church plan how to spend their time during 

sabbatical.  

 

Presented by Amy Lockwood (Member, Deerfield Community Church, UCC, NH) and Rev. 

David Jadlocki (Pastor, First Congregational Church & Society, UCC, Rindge, NH) 
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B17 Providing Help in a Mental Health Crisis 

(Introductory/Beginner, Also Offered in Block C17)  After a general overview of mental 

health conditions, we will discuss identifying a mental health crisis and taking steps to provide 

safety for all involved.  

Participants will be able to: 

 List signs and symptoms of a mental health crisis,  

 Describe crisis intervention communication, and 

 Identify safety concerns.  

 

Presented by Michelle Wagner (Member, South Church, Portsmouth (UU); M-Div student, 

Boston University School of Theology; MS in Clinical Mental Health Counseling; Registered 

Nurse, Psych Certified) 

 

B18 Women and Islam: The Veil and Other Costumes and  

Customs 

(Introductory/Beginner) Much controversy is stirring about the Muslim tradition of women’s 

wearing of a head scarf or veil. What is this about? How do we balance religious tolerance and 

women’s rights? What do we make of this as westerners and or as liberals? How does this 

connect with other traditions and habits of dress?  Let’s explore this charged topic together. 

You’re invited to bring a scarf, hoodies, or hat to the workshop if you choose. 

 

Presented by Rev. Dr. Mellen Kennedy (Founder and Director, Peace and Unity Bridge and 

Minister, Unitarian Universalist Church, Springfield, VT) 
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12:55pm – 1:55pm 
 

 

C1 PaRDeS – A Walk in the Orchard 

(Intermediate, Some Experience - Advanced   PaRDeS is a way of exploring the Bible. It is 

from the Jewish tradition. We will learn this method and practice.  

The goal of this workshop is to: 

 Present a form of Bible study that is less rational and more emotional. 

 To compare Jewish and Christian understanding. 

 

Presented by Rev. Hal Harrison (Retired Pastor and Member, South Church, Concord, NH) 

 

C2 Promoting Your/Our Church  

(Introductory/Beginner)   Society and our communities have changed, but have we 

changed how we bring people into our church? Younger generations of families aren’t seeing 

the value of attending church. Come listen to some ideas that will make you church more 

valuable to them.  

 

The goals of this workshop are to: 

 Evaluate how your current community programs are working and to what audience. 

 Reach out to all families using our Open and Affirming message.  

 Consider alternative ways to bring new people and families to the church.  

 

Presented by Gerri Cannon (Member, First Parish UCC, Somersworth, NH and Member and 

Representative, NH House of Representatives) 
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C3 Raise Up New Hampshire: Livable Wages Are A Moral  

Value 

(Appropriate for all levels)    The NH Fiscal Policy Institute has a troubling story to tell: “Too 

many NH jobs don’t pay enough for a worker to truly make ends meet. About one-third of all 

jobs in New Hampshire pay less than what a single person would need to reach his or her basic 

family budget; as many as two-thirds of all jobs fail to pay enough for a single parent with one 

child to do so. Indeed, the typical wage in some of the most common jobs in the state – whether 

retail sales positions, waiters and waitresses, janitors, or cashiers – simply is insufficient to 

enable workers to secure even just the basics.”  This isn’t just about “someone else.” It is about 

the economic insecurity of people in our own communities and pews! Living wages are a moral 

issue, and we in in the UCC must be part of raising up NH working families toward greater 

economic security 

The goal of this workshop is to raise the consciousness of the NHCUCC family about the lack of 

a minimum wage statute in NH and the economic insecurity experienced by too many NH 

working families, including people in our own pews. 

Presented by the NHCUCC Economic Justice Mission Group in collaboration with Raise Up 

NH (on Facebook at RaiseUpNH) and NHFPI (nhfpi.org), moderated by Gail Kinney (Worker 

Justice Minister, Meriden Congregational Church, UCC, NH) 

 

C4 Witness in Worship without the Wilderness 

(Introductory/Beginner) Hearing people’s personal stories as a part of worship transforms 

both our relationships with those speaking and the sacred stories from Scripture.  But it can be a 

delicate balance between letting the Holy Spirit speak and wandering like an Israelite through 

someone’s backstory.  This workshop will share techniques we’ve been using in our worship 

services that have transformed our fellowship and understanding of Scripture. 

 

Objectives: 

 Provide templates for designing worship and recruiting witnesses that allow the two to 

work together. 

 Outline frames for folks to offer witness that allows them to feel safe and supported. 

 Helping frame boundaries for the community around personal witness. 

 

Presented by Rev. Catherine A. Merrill (Pastor, Brookline Community Church, NH)  
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C5 It is The Cash Value of Whiteness  

(All levels) In this workshop we will discuss how the cash value of whiteness has impacted 

family wealth and inheritance, education, employment, compensation and benefits, mortgage 

and credit, legal representation, social networking and business connections, healthcare, and 

government policies and benefits?  And how does our commitment to Beloved Community 

challenge us to disrupt and undo all the ways in which whiteness bestows economic benefits 

disproportionately?  Come learn how racial inequality still disproportionately impacts us 

economically, and how our collective liberation depends upon understanding, disrupting, and 

transforming everything that favors some in ways that dehumanize us all. 

The goals of this workshop are: 

 To explore how economic systems, educational systems, and housing practices in the 

United States are set up in ways that generally advantage white people and 

disadvantage people of color.  

 To investigate how income and wealth disparities as well as healthcare systems in the 

United States work for the economic benefit of white people relative to people of color 

generally and Black people more specifically. 

 To discover and commit to impactful commitments to reducing the impact of white 

privilege. 

  

Presented by Rev. Renee Rouse (Pastor, Northwood Congregational Church, UCC, NH and 

Member, NHCUCC Racial Justice Mission Group) and Rev. John Gregory-Davis (Co-Pastor, 

Meriden Congregational Church, UCC, NH,  and Member, NHCUCC Racial Justice Mission 

Group) 

 

C6 Socially Responsible Investing: Aligning Your Finances 

with Your Morals 

(Introductory/Beginner)  We will explore ways to create impact and change through 

socially responsible investing. Come learn more about how United Church Funds works directly 

with institutions to improve environmental, social and governance behaviors in our investments 

that align with the mission of members and ministries. 

 

The objective of this workshop is to educate on the process of Socially Responsible Investing. 

Learn how to be good stewards of church endowments through sustainable and ethical 

environmental, social, and governance behaviors. 

 

Presented by Stacey Pettice (Business Development Executive, United Church Funds) 
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C7 Safe Passage/Camino Seguro and the Garbage Dump  

Community in Guatemala City  

 

(Introductory/Beginner) Safe Passage/Camino Seguro is a non-profit organization 

dedicated to empowering the poorest, at-risk children and families who live around the 

Guatemala City garbage dump. Their marginal lives are supported through scavenging items to 

sell and food to eat at the dump. Founded by Yarmouth, Maine native Hanley Denning, we are 

proud to be celebrating our 20th Anniversary in 2020. Safe Passage began providing access to 

education, nutrition, social services, and healthcare in a community of over 60,000 people 

where 1 in 3 residents have never attended school, and most parents' education does not 

exceed 4th grade. Since Hanley's untimely death in 2007, Safe Passage has grown to provide 

education, opportunity, and hope to over 500 children, ages 3-21, and over 300 families, 

impacting nearly 3,000 people each year 

Our goal is to connect with churches or organizations to create awareness and build an 

international community of supporters coming from across the U.S., Central Europe, and 

Guatemala. We have found that churches and congregations seek opportunities to do good 

work. At this challenging time, we thought that this opportunity might be a good match for 

congregation members to be empowered in working together, supporting these children and 

families to break the cycle of poverty. 

 

Presented by Anna Marie Klein-Christie (U.S. Director, Safe Passage/Camino Seguro) and 

Marion Smith (Member, Deerfield Community Church, UCC, NH) 

 

C8 Ukama: Ways to Give 

(Intermediate/Some Experience) Learn the best ways to support our partners in the United 

Church of Christ in Zimbabwe; how to handle requests for money, and how to make sure your 

support gets where you want it to go.  

The goal of this workshop is to remind participants of our covenant as it applies to financial 

support; provide practical guidance for sending money; and explain opportunities for providing 

support. 

Presented by Rev. David Keller (Pastor, South Newbury Union Church, NH, and Chair, 

NHCUCC Ukama Mission Group)  
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C9 The Climate Crisis – Yes, It Is a Crisis 

(Introductory/Beginner and Intermediate, Some Experience)   This workshop will provide a 

summary of the science, explaining why climate change is a justice issue and a crisis. A list of 

resources will be handed out and summarized. A “What You Can Do” list will also be handed 

out and summarized.  

The goal of this workshop is for attendees to have a greater understanding of the science and 

its implications. They will understand the immediacy of the crisis. They will leave with resources 

to research the science further, ways to advocate for it, and concrete things they can do.  

Presented by Allan MacDonald (Treasurer, First Congregational Church of Wilmot, UCC, NH) 

 

C10 Mass Incarceration and Restorative Justice 

(All levels, no prior experience necessary, intense class, also offered in Block B10) 

The US incarcerates more people than any other nation. 7 million people are under the 

supervision of the criminal justice system. 2.3 million are behind bars in jails, state, and federal 

prisons and the rest on probation or parole. This class will give you a vocabulary and insight into 

one of the greatest problems facing America today. In addition, you will be inspired as to how 

you and your church can make a difference. 

The goal of this workshop is to understand and be empowered concerning Mass Incarceration 

and Restorative Justice.  

Presented by Cheryl Stromski (Member in Discernment, Rockingham Association, and 

Member, Stratham Community Church, UCC, NH)  

 

C11 Perspectives on Russia & China 

(All levels welcome) 

In this workshop we will solicit policy and faith views on Russia and China from participants. The 

presenter will provide a brief summary of his experience in Russia and China as well as 

recommendations for action by the U.S. government and by participants. 

The goals of this workshop are to: 

 Share knowledge and experiences on Russia and China 

 Create foundations for prayer and action 

 Encourage folks to travel to Russia and China and learn the languages  

 

Presented by Rev. John Muehlke, Jr. (Retired, U.S. Consul, and Pastor, Pemi Valley Church, 

UCC, Woodstock, NH)  
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C12 Always With You: The Comfort of Spirituality in 

Dementia Care 

(Introductory/Beginner) Alzheimer’s disease and dementia are slow, progressive diseases 

that gradually rob a person of abilities and independence. Connecting to them through 

spirituality and emotions provides comfort and support.  

 

This workshop provides hopeful and helpful information on the progression of dementia and 

how to offer spiritual support and pastoral care from the earliest stage to the end-of-life.     

   

Presented by Rev. Donna Vuilleumier (Pastor, Smith Memorial Church, UCC, Hillsboro, NH) 

 

C13 Thanksgiving and Abolition 

(Introductory/Beginner) This workshop will explore how the long struggle to end slavery 

included the promotion of a new holiday, Thanksgiving, how that promotion was the work of 

young men and women from New England, who took the Pilgrim's story and the feast into the 

territories that were petitioning to become states.  

 

The presenter majored in American Literature and Civilization as an undergraduate, and has 

had a long interest in the history of abolition and Reconstruction. 

   

Presented by Rev. Nancy Rockwell (Pastor, Newington Town Church, UCC, NH) 

 

C14 Getaway with God – How to Plan a Prayer Retreat 

for your Church 

(Introductory/Beginner) Do you know what prayer feels, sounds, or looks like? This 

workshop will serve as a guide to hosting a Prayer Retreat for the senses. I will share how a 

group of five people journeyed through prayer, experiencing new types of prayer, growing closer 

to God, and then sharing that with the congregation.  We will discuss resources we used during 

our planning stages, and then how to plan the entire day including worship, and workshops.  

 

The goal of this workshop is to help churches develop a plan to offer a prayer retreat without a 

lot of expense and how to get the people to come. 

   

Presented by Cindy Bradley (Member, Deerfield Community Church, UCC, NH) 
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C15 Children’s Sermons 

(Introductory/Beginner, Also Offered in Block B15)  In this workshop we will learn to 

share scripture with our children in worship using props, anecdotes, and imagination!  

The goal of this workshop is to leave with tools and ideas for preaching to children. 

Presented by Jennifer Hurley (Children’s Worship Leader, Deerfield Community Church, UCC, 

NH) 

 

C16 Financial Wellness Program for Personal Finance  

(Introductory/Beginner)  Learn about Center for Finance Education, New Hampshire 

Federal Credit Union programs that include free financial education classes as well as free one-

on-one financial coaching.  The Center is a safe resource to reach out for support in managing 

personal finances and gaining information to start your journey toward financial wellness. 

Classes and coaching are free and open to the public.  Coaching and classes are available in 

Concord and Lee. 

The goal of this workshop is to learn about the variety of classes, coaching and tools that the 

Center uses to help with setting goals and managing personal finances to support financial 

wellness. Topics include setting goals, developing spending plans, understanding the impact of 

credit scores, planning for retirement and more. 

 

Presented by Debbie Gray and Meghan Noone (Wellness Coaches, Center for Finance and 

Education, New Hampshire Federal Credit Union) 

 

C17 Providing Help in a Mental Health Crisis 

(Introductory/Beginner, Also Offered in Block B17)  After a general overview of mental 

health conditions, we will discuss identifying a mental health crisis and taking steps to provide 

safety for all involved.  

Participants will be able to:  

 List signs and symptoms of a mental health crisis,  

 Describe crisis intervention communication, and 

 Identify safety concerns.  

 

Presented by Michelle Wagner (Member, South Church, Portsmouth (UU); M-Div student, 

Boston University School of Theology; MS in Clinical Mental Health Counseling; Registered 

Nurse, Psych Certified) 
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2:15pm – 3:30pm 
 
 

D1 The Shared Pastorate: An Historical Model for Modern  

Times 

 

(Appropriate for all levels: Beginner to Advanced) The model of a shared Pastor is 

nothing new, but it can be difficult to imagine how it could really work.  You are invited to come 

and hear how the Conference planted the idea of sharing a Pastor between two neighboring 

villages and how the arrangement has benefitted both churches and the shared Pastor, as well.   

 

Our goal is to present our experiences, both the challenges and the triumphs, in creating a 

covenantal relationship for a shared Pastor between two distinct churches. We will gladly field 

questions and hope to send you away with a broadened sense of what is possible.  

 

Presented by Pastor Traceymay Kalvaitis (Designated Term Pastor, Dublin Community 

Church and Community Church of Harrisville and Chesham, NH), Rev. Ginny Brooks (Retired 

Pastor; Vice Moderator and Search Committee Member, Community Church of Harrisville and 

Chesham, NH), Rev. Ed Brooks (Retired Pastor; Member of Covenant Board, Community 

Church of Harrisville and Chesham, NH), May Clark (Chair of Stewards, Dublin Community 

Church, NH), and Tim Clark (Member of Search Committee Dublin Community Church, NH) 

 

D2 Running Together:  the NH Council of Churches 

(Introductory/Beginner) Some believe that the era of ecumenism is over, but the world 

needs a united Christian witness more than ever. Meet Rev. Jason Wells, executive director of 

the NH Council of Churches, to talk about how diverse congregations work together on social 

and spiritual issues. Areas of cooperation have included: the Poor People's Campaign, fighting 

Islamophobia, responding to an opioid crisis, the repeal of the death penalty, Sanctuary 

Churches and immigrant solidarity. The class will include discussion on both the structural and 

personal questions of church division and unity. 

The goal of this workshop is to introduce congregations to the ongoing work and witness of the 

NH Council of Churches and to invite new churches and members into our shared mission.  

Presented by Rev. Jason Wells (Executive Director, NH Council of Churches)  
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D3 Fresh Expressions of Church 

(Introductory/Beginner) Here is a proven and transformational way to renew churches into 

vital and missional faith communities for the 21st century!  Fresh Expressions of Church has 

been embraced by the American Baptist Churches of NH and VT.  It can positively impact your 

UCC church!  Real life New Hampshire church examples of Fresh Expressions positively 

making a difference will be shared.  

 

Fresh Expressions is an international movement of missionary disciples cultivating new kinds of 

church alongside existing congregations to more effectively engage our growing post-Christian 

society.  Beginning in 2004 as an initiative of the Church of England and the British Methodist 

Church, the movement has resulted in the birth of thousands of new communities in the UK 

alone and brought renewal to scores of established churches. The movement has spread to 

Australia, Canada, New Zealand, South Africa and Germany. In 2010, the movement began 

taking shape in the US. 

Presented by Pastor David Denis (United Baptist Church, Concord, NH) and Rev. Jim 

Howard (Founding Member, A New Thing Task Force Mission Group, NHCUCC  and 

Parishioner, First Congregational Church of Hopkinton, NH) 

D4 Listening to the Holy Spirit  

(Introductory/Beginner, Also offered in Block A4) God may still be speaking, but how 

good are we at listening?  Based on tested Ignatian discernment practices, this workshop will 

help leaders seeking God’s help in changing and growing their churches.  In 2021, I’ll be 

offering a workshop on group discernment that will build on this workshop, so you might find it 

useful to have some practice with individual discernment first.  Don’t wait for the burning bush, 

set your own soul on fire!  

Objectives: 

 Develop a practical, hands-on plan for improving your skills at seeking God’s direction in 

your life. 

 Leave with a tool kit for working through the challenges of subtle nudges or deep 

silences from God 

Presented by Rev. Catherine A. Merrill (Minister, Brookline Community Church, NH) 
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D5 How are the Children?                                                                    

(Appropriate for all levels: Beginner to Advanced) How Are The Children?, a video-

based local church curriculum, introduces the conditions under which Palestinian children are 

detained by the Israeli military. Hear four boys describe how detention affected their lives and 

the lives of their families and community. Listen to United Church of Christ national executive 

leaders describe the injustices they have witnessed. See what the UCC and other 

denominations are doing to highlight and challenge these abuses. 

 

The goals of this workshop are to: 

 preview the video and companion website of recommended resources, 

 share ideas for showing the video in the local church, and 

 take immediate action by advocating for House Bill 2407 “Promoting Human Rights for 

Palestinian Children Living Under Military Occupation Act.” 
  

Presented by Rev. Faye Buttrick (Member, NHCUCC Peace with Justice Advocates Mission 

Group, and Member, South Church, Concord, NH) and Janet Simmon (Member, NHCUCC 

Peace with Justice Advocates Mission Group) 

 

D6 Celebrate Earth 2 

(Intermediate/Some Experience, refer to preceding session offered in Block A6)    This 

session will first consider the nature and importance of spiritual practice. Principles and 

practices to renew and deepen your relationship with God in the natural world, the Creation, will  

then be offered. Leave the session with specific practices you can integrate into your daily living, 

and with senses opened to the fresh beauty of life. We will also consider how earth care can be 

celebration in a time when environmental destruction is so common.  

 

Presented by Eric Chamberlain (Member, NHCUCC Environmental Justice Mission Group) 
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D7 Milk with Dignity: The Worker-Led Program Bringing a  
New Day to Farmworkers and Farmers 
 
(Introductory/Beginner) The Milk with Dignity program brings together farmworkers, 

consumers, farmers and corporate buyers in support of dignified wages and humane labor and 

housing conditions in the dairy industry in the northeastern United States. The principal goal of 

the Milk with Dignity program is to foster a sustainable northeast dairy industry that advances 

the human rights of farmworkers, the long-term interests of farmers, and the ethical supply chain 

concerns of retail food companies and consumers. The UCC has a long history of moral 

advocacy in support of vulnerable farmworkers, so learn more about Milk With Dignity and how 

YOU and other NH UCCers can play an important role in urging dairy industry leaders to 

embrace this effort. This workshop is presented by the NHCUCC Economic Justice Mission 

Group in collaboration with Milk With Dignity and the NH Faith & Labor initiative.  

 

The goals of this workshop are: 

 To learn about the unjust and inhumane labor and housing conditions facing migrant 

dairy farm workers. 

 To understand the demand for dairy buyers to take responsibility for human rights abuses 

in the supply chain. 

 To envision meaningful ways for individuals and churches to support the Milk with 

Dignity program. 

 

Presented by Migrant Justice (Burlington, VT)  

 

D8 Don’t Thank Me for My Service 

(Appropriate for all levels: Beginner to Advanced) Rev. John Buttrick was drafted into 

military service in 1962 and served under the Surgeon General as a Neuropsychiatric 

Specialist.  He has served UCC local churches and was on the staff of the Illinois Conference of 

the UCC.   Will Hopkins was a NH National Guardsmen who was deployed to Iraq and 

participated in the battle of Fallujah and now runs NH Peace Action, the state’s largest peace 

group.  Both feel uncomfortable being thanked for their role in American Militarism.  If you want 

to hear why, you’ll have to come to the workshop. 

The goals of this workshop are to challenge reflexive military glorification as a tool of 

nationalism and militarism, and hopefully challenge attendees thinking on the topic, and to help 

congregations welcome soldiers home who have questions about the nature of their service and 

the road to forgiving themselves. 

Presented by Will Hopkins (Executive Director, NH Peace Action and Member, NHCUCC 

Peace with Justice Advocates Mission Group) and Rev. John Buttrick (Member, NHCUCC 

Peace with Justice Advocates Mission Group, and Member, South Church, Concord, NH).  
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D9 Become a UCC Creation Justice Church 

(Introductory/Beginner) This workshop will cover the criteria and benefits of becoming a 

UCC Creation Justice Church during climate change. This will address and cover the process 

as well as the intention of the UCC Environmental Justice Council 10 year mobilization plan for 

meeting the challenges of escalating climate change.  

 

The goal of the workshop is to actively recruit and provide resources to achieve becoming a 

Creation Justice church and to prepare churches to meet climate change as it moves to a 

tipping point that will profoundly impact life and wildlife on this planet. 

 

Presented by Rev. Dr. Robert Shore-Goss (Retired Pastor; Member of the Federated Church, 

UCC of Marlborough, NH; Trainer/Theologian for the UCC Council for Climate Justice; and 

Member, Environmental Justice Mission Group, NH Conference UCC) 

 

D10 Best Financial Practices for Churches 

(Intermediate/Some Experience, Also offered Block A10)      This workshop covers financial 

issues of interest to church treasurers, trustees, financial employees, and clergy. Topics include 

government reporting requirements, minister compensation, charitable contributions, the effect 

of federal income taxes, church financial controls, investment issues, and document retention. 

The goal of this workshop is to provide ministers and lay leaders with an overview and basic 

knowledge of nonprofit financial issues unique to churches.  

Presented by William E. Hoysradt, CPA, MBA (Retired Finance Officer, NH Conference, UCC 

and Stewardship Ministry Co-Chair, Brookside Congregational Church, UCC, Manchester, NH) 

 

D11 Immigrant Detention 101 

(Introductory/Beginner) Did you know that about 100 people are currently being detained 

at the Strafford County Jail in Dover, NH for issues related to their immigration status?  Why are 

people being detained here and across the country?  Where are they from?  How long are they 

being detained?  What is it like to be in detention? How can we, as a people of faith, respond 

with compassion and help create a more fair and humane response to immigration? 

 

The goal of this workshop is to provide an overview of immigration detention and ways 

congregations and individual people of faith can make a difference in the lives of individuals and 

be a voice for systemic change. 

 

Presented by Peggy Kieschnick (Volunteer, Seacoast Interfaith Sanctuary Coalition; and 

Member, Community Church of Durham, NH) and Nancy Pape (Chair, NHCUCC Immigrant & 

Refugee Support Group)  
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D12 12 Things Alzheimer’s Disease Can Teach Us (and Three  

Things it Can’t) 

(Appropriate for all levels: Beginner to Advanced) Five years ago Michelle O’Donnell’s 

husband was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease. Fast forward to today: she is a widow. From 

the start (well, kind of near the start) she decided she was not going to take this insidious 

disease lying down despite its almost relentless pummeling. As “The Dementia Dame” she 

dishes out words of wisdom, comfort and joy with humor and the occasional tear.  

 

The Goals/Objectives of Workshop are: 

 To provide a greater understanding/appreciation for the people who have 

dementia/Alzheimer’s disease. 

 To provide a greater understanding/appreciation for the people who care for the people with 

dementia/Alzheimer’s disease. 

 To provide coping/survival skills that can be applied to dementia/Alzheimer’s  

 

Presented by Michelle Williams O’Donnell (Former Member and Trustee, Bartlett 

Congregational Church, NH) 

 

D13 Forgive Us Our Trespasses:   
Pay Attention My White Sisters and Brothers!   
 

(Appropriate for all levels: Beginner to Advanced) An interactive experience designed 

to sharpen your awareness and responses to microaggressions:  the everyday verbal, 

nonverbal, and environmental slights, snubs, or insults, whether intentional or unintentional, 

which communicate hostile, derogatory, or negative messages which target persons solely upon 

their marginalized group membership.   

 

Through a series of vignettes, participants will be engaged to:   

 identify racial microaggressions, 

 hear the message conveyed to the recipient, 

 and learn how to interrupt microaggressions.  

 

Presented by Rev. Dr. Alberta Wallace (Intentional Interim, First Congregational Church 

Wakefield, UCC, NH and Member, NHCUCC Racial Justice Mission Group), and Kira 

Morehouse (Member, Brookside Congregational Church, UCC, Manchester, NH and Member, 

NHCUCC Racial Justice Mission Group)  
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D14 Loss, Grief, and Resilience 

(Appropriate for levels Introductory/Beginner and Intermediate/Some Experience)  

This workshop will explore the different types of losses and the resulting feelings of grief 

associated with each. This workshop is intended to provide advice and techniques to spiritual 

caregivers on how to identify the different ways that grief can manifest itself. It will also 

provide an understanding of grief and ways for spiritual caregivers to help those who are 

grieving. 

 

The goals of this workshop are:  

 To develop an understanding of the different types of loss and the grief associated  

with each. 

 To be able to distinguish the different ways grief can manifest itself, especially in 

ambiguous loss. 

 To provide techniques to help spiritual care givers help those suffering from loss. 

 

Presented by Rev. Dr. Rhonda MacLeod (Clinical Resident, New England Pastoral Institute, 

Salem, NH and Interim Pastor, West Congregational Church, Concord, NH) and Aaron 

Pawelek, LICSW, MSW, MTS (Clinician, New England Pastoral Institute, Salem, NH and Lay 

Leader, North Parish of North Andover, MA, Unitarian Universalist)  

 

D15 Planned Giving: Good Stewardship Beyond the Sunday 

 Offering 

(Introductory/Beginner) We will explain the purpose of planned giving, review gifts and 

best practices, and explore how individuals and churches can achieve their stewardship goals to 

strengthen their church, mission, or the national setting. 

The goals of this workshop are to engage and educate members about the importance of 

planned giving; and to provide the tools and resources to help a church implement or improve 

their existing planned giving program.  

Presented by Stacey Pettice (Business Development Executive, United Church Funds) and 

Don Hill (Don Hill Consulting, Cleveland, OH) 
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D16 Under Party Lines: (Re)-Considering Theology and Our  

Common Life Together 

(Introductory/Beginner)  Using Jose Casanova’s analysis of how the categories “religious” 

and “secular” arose in the west as a starting point, this workshop will explore how our Christian 

theology can get “underneath” partisanship and offer a different way to have public 

conversations. This workshop will be part presentation with ample time for discussion.  

The goals of this workshop are to critically assess our often unexamined assumptions about 

“religion” and “politics” and to learn new concepts and categories that can be helpful in thinking 

about talking about the relationship of theology to our common life together.  

Presented by Rev. Chris Owens (interim Pastor, Congregational Church, Nelson, NH) and 

Rev. Shayna Appel (Minister, All Souls Unitarian Universalist Church, Brattleboro, VT) 

 

D17 Intergenerational Ministry for Pentecost 

(Introductory/Beginner)  The story of Pentecost is filled with visual images that lend 

themselves beautifully to activities and worship elements for all ages. This would be a perfect 

opportunity to try an intergenerational day of community-building, food, and worship for all to 

participate in together. Even if you have other plans for Pentecost this year, this workshop will 

spark your imagination for other ways to bring your congregation together for passing on the 

faith to the next generation(s).   

During this workshop participants will: 

 Expand their understanding of intergenerational ministry and intergenerational worship; 

 Brainstorm activities and multi-sensory ideas for all ages around the theme of Pentecost; 

 Receive a printed resource to bring back to their congregation’s leadership for future 

intergenerational ministries.  

 

Presented by Debbie Gline Allen (Associate for Faith Formation & Youth Ministries, Southern 

New England Conference, UCC) 

 

D18 Countering Islamophobia 

(Introductory/Beginner)  We are witnessing the rise of anti-Muslim sentiment and even 

violence.  Muslims are being maligned and portrayed negatively in the media.  As we are being 

whipped up into fear of Islam and Muslims, let’s pause and examine what it is we may really 

have to be afraid of.  What is Islamophobia and what can we do about it?   Let’s hear stories 

and experiences from the perspective of a Sufi (the mystical tradition of Islam) and an active 

participant in the national grassroots effort to counter Islamophobia for the past 7 years.   

Presented by Rev. Dr. Mellen Kennedy (Founder and Director, Peace and Unity Bridge and 

Minister, Unitarian Universalist Church, Springfield, VT)  
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DIRECTIONS TO PEMBROKE ACADEMY  

209 Academy Road                                                                                                
Pembroke, NH 03275 

 

From the SOUTH:  Take Route 93 North to Exit 13/Manchester Street in Concord.  Turn right off the exit 
ramp onto Manchester Street/Route 3 South.  ***  
 
From the NORTH:  Take Route 93 South to Exit 13/Manchester Street in Concord.  Turn left off the exit 
ramp onto Manchester Street/Route 3.  *** 
 
From the EAST:  Take Route 4 to Route 393 towards Concord.  Take Route 93 South toward Manchester.  
Take Exit 13/Manchester Street.  Turn left off the exit ramp onto Manchester Street/Route 3.  *** 
 
From the WEST:  Take Route 89 to Route 93 North.  Travel north on Route 93 to Exit 13/ Manchester 
Street in Concord.  Turn right off the exit ramp onto Manchester Street/Route 3.  *** 
 
 
*** Follow Manchester Street/Route 3 South for approximately 5 miles into Pembroke.  You will pass the 
Pembroke Public Library and the First Congregational Church, Pembroke on your left.  At the traffic light 
take a left onto Academy Road (landmarks at the intersection: Pembroke School District Sign and DRC 
Automotive).  Follow Academy Rd. just a few hundred feet and turn right at the main entrance marked by a 
sign “Main Entrance – Home of the Spartans.”  Drive into the parking lot and park your car near the 
school’s greenhouse which is located next to the main entrance to the school.  Accessible parking is 
available opposite the greenhouse.  If you are dropping people or materials off at the door, please take a 
right at the greenhouse and use the circle drop off area directly in front of the main entrance to the school.  
Driving time from Rt. 93 to Pembroke Academy is approximately 10 minutes. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BRING THIS BOOKLET                                    

WITH YOU TO THE EVENT! 

Remember 


