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   I am the vine, you are the branches.  

Those who abide in me  

and I in them bear much fruit,  

because apart from me you can do nothing.  

John 15:5 (NRSV) 
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2019 Prepared to Serve Agenda 

Registration (Refreshments) 

Welcome and Worship 

  8:00 am -   8:45 am 

  9:00 am -   9:40 am 

Workshop Block A                10:00 am - 11:15 am 

Workshop Block B      11:35 am - 12:35 pm 

Workshop Block C      12:55 pm -   1:55 pm 

Workshop Block D        2:15 pm -   3:30 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Registration                              
Register online by following the registration 

link at www.nhcucc.org.  All major credit cards 

and personal checks will be accepted.                

*If you do not have access to the internet, 

or if you are doing a mass registration and 

do not have a unique email address for 

each registrant, please contact Cindy 

Bradley at 603-225-6647 x1100 for 

assistance.  

Online Registration                  
Individuals registering online before February 

13, 2019 at 11:59 pm will pay a reduced fee 

of $40/person. If the registration fees should 

prohibit your ability to attend this event please 

contact Ann Desrochers at 603-715-9526 or 

email events@nhcucc.org  for assistance. 

Day-of Registrations                  
Individuals registering after the close of online 

registration (February 13th) will need to wait 

until the day of the event to register.   

The “Day-Of” registration fee is $55/person. 

Refreshments & Lunch                                 
The registration fee includes a continental 

breakfast, refreshments, and a full buffet 

lunch or optional boxed lunch.  Because the 

food service department doesn’t have a 

registered dietitian available, we are unable to 

honor special requests. 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship 
Morning worship will begin promptly at 9:00 am.                                            

Offering                                                 
The offering received during the worship service, 

will go to support the many ministries of the New 

Hampshire Conference, United Church of Christ. 

Your support makes events like Prepared to Serve 

possible. Along with your offering, please bring 

your church’s 2019 OCWM Pledge Form. 

Exhibitors                                           
The Exhibit Area will be open throughout the day. 

Participants are encouraged to visit with the 

representatives of these local, state, and national 

organizations. 

Child Care 
If you require child care in order to fully participate 

in this event, we ask that you make your own 

arrangements. The NH Conference is prepared to 

provide financial assistance. Please contact Ann 

Desrochers at 603.715.9526 or via email at 

adesrochers@nhcucc.org  for additional 

information.  

Accessibility                              
Pembroke Academy is an accessible facility with 

designated parking at the main entrance. If you 

require additional accommodation in order to fully 

participate in this event, we ask that you make 

your own arrangements.  The NH Conference will 

reimburse you for 50% of the cost, up to a 

maximum of $200. Please submit reimbursement 

requests to events@nhcucc.org with either a 

written estimate or receipt two weeks in advance.  

BRING THIS BOOKLET   WITH YOU TO THE EVENT! 

Remember 

http://www.nhcucc.org/
mailto:events@nhcucc.org
mailto:adesrochers@nhcucc.org
mailto:events@nhcucc.org


  

10:00am – 11:15am  
 

 

A1 Boundary Awareness Training:   

A Lay Leader’s Perspective 

(Introductory/Beginner)  Good boundaries are essential to keeping everyone safe, even in 

church. This workshop will take a look at what lay leadership needs to know about healthy 

boundaries in a church context.  

The goal of the workshop is to explore with lay leaders the fundamental understandings of 

keeping healthy boundaries.   

Presented by Rev. Gordon Rankin (Conference Minister, New Hampshire Conference, United 

Church of Christ)  

 

A2 Bringing Spiritual Opportunities Outside the Church 

Walls   

(Intermediate/Some Experience) Since so many in NH no longer entrust their spiritual 

journey to a traditional church, we will explore ways to bring worship and opportunities to 

connect with God out into the world. A case study of Spirit of the Lakes ministry from the First 

Congregational Church of Wakefield will be included.  

The goals of this workshop are to: 

 Understand the need to go out into the world in the best spirit of evangelism. 

 Understand the ways to do this. 

 Get the class to brainstorm possibilities. 

 

Presented by Rev. Gayle Murphy (Independent ministry to those outside the church, 

sponsored by Congregational Church of North Barnstead) 
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A3 How are the Children?                                                                    

(Intermediate/Some Experience) The title of this workshop is a Masai greeting which 

acknowledges no society can be considered healthy and thriving if its children are under attack.  

Come and see a new video in which Palestinian children describe their experiences under 

Israeli military detention and UCC leaders testify to the injustices they have witnessed 

personally. Recommendations for further education and action on behalf of the children are 

another feature of the video designed especially for use in the local church.   

 

The goals of this workshop are: 

 To provide resources for participants to advocate in their local church settings for the 

rights of Palestinian children.  

 To be introduced to a new resource developed by the UCC Palestine-Israel Network 

based on the General Synod 31 Resolution: A Call for the United Church of Christ to 

Advocate for the Rights of Children Living Under Israeli Military Occupation.   

  

Presented by Revs. John & Faye Buttrick (Members, NHCUCC Peace with Justice Advocates 

Mission Group, and Members, South Church, Concord) 

 

A4 Listening to the Holy Spirit  

(Introductory/Beginner, Also offered in Block D4) God may still be speaking, but how 

good are we at listening?  You’ll develop a practical, hands-on plan for improving your skills at 

seeking God’s direction in your life.  Based on tested Ignatian discernment practices, this 

workshop will help leaders seeking God’s help in changing and growing their churches.  Don’t 

wait for the burning bush, set your own soul on fire! 

Objectives: 

 Develop a practical, hands-on plan for improving your skills at seeking God’s direction in 

your life. 

 Leave with a tool kit for working through the challenges of subtle nudges or deep 

silences from God 

Presented by Rev. Catherine A. Merrill (Minister, Brookline Community Church) 
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A5 “What In God’s Name” – A Free Resource to Strengthen 

the Church and Engage the World 

(Introductory/Beginner)  We will introduce participants to our podcast (“What In God’s 

Name”), explain how it can be used to support local churches, and invite participants to create a 

show with us. You should be interested in, or curious about, the intersecting of theology and 

current events and culture – that is the focus of “What In God’s Name”.  

The goals of this workshop are to: 

 Learn how to use and access this resource. 

 Reflect together on the witness of the church to the wider culture in this time. 

 Record a show together, with audience participation, to be released on Apple Podcasts 

and other distribution platforms.  

 

Presented by Rev. Chris Owens and Rev. Shayna Appel (Pastor, All Souls U.U. Church in 

West Brattleboro, VT) 

 

 

A6 Laudato Si: Solidarity and the Gift of Relationship 

(Introductory/Beginner) While the grave issue of the environmental destruction of our 

earth was the compelling reason for Pope Francis to write Laudato Si, the encyclical is not so 

much about the issue of the environment, but rather of our own identity and relationship with 

ourselves, each other, humanity and creation. Pope Francis also calls for a ‘new solidarity’. 

What is the meaning of solidarity and exactly what is he proposing? How does this allow us to 

effectively engage the call of Laudato Si? 

 

Presented by Fr. Samuel Fuller, OFM Cap (Capuchin Franciscan, St Anne-St Augustin, 

Manchester). Sponsored by the NHCUCC Environmental Stewardship Mission Group.  
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A7 Sanctuary Everywhere: Standing in Solidarity with  

Our Immigrant Brothers and Sisters 

(Appropriate for all levels: Beginner to Advanced) Immigrants, refugees, and asylum 

seekers residing in New Hampshire live with the threat of detention and deportation as our 

national administration enacts harmful policies which separate families. Our faith, however, is 

built on love of neighbor and welcoming the stranger and therefore demands that we actively 

stand in opposition to hate and fear of “the other.” The NH Conference United Church of Christ 

stands in solidarity with our immigrant neighbors. In this important workshop, we will learn about 

the ongoing work of the NH Immigrant Solidarity Network, and the role of sanctuary churches in 

NH, including our own Meriden Congregational Church, UCC.    

Presented by Eva Castillo (NH Alliance for Immigrants and Refugees), and Viola Katusiime 

(Granite State Organizing Project)  

 

A8 Centering with the Spirit on the (Finger) Labyrinth 

(Appropriate for all levels: Beginner to Advanced)      After an introduction about labyrinth 

history and guidelines, participants are invited to “release, receive, renew and return” as they 

“walk” the winding path of a finger labyrinth. A labyrinth brochure, labyrinth cards, and a variety 

of resources will be shared. There will be time for personal journaling and group discussion. 

Please join us! 

 

The goal of this workshop is experiencing the finger labyrinth as a spiritual tool for centering and 

meditation, for prayer, for relieving stress, for seeking wisdom and guidance, for opening to the 

movement of the Spirit within us and among us. 

 

Presented by Rev. Ruth Martz (Pastor, Sanbornton Congregational Church, UCC) 

 

 

A9 Celebrate Earth 

(Introductory/Beginner, Also offered Block D9)    This session celebrates and explores the 

most intimate and revelatory source of the closeness of God – experiences in nature. Explore 

your ecohistory. Gain insight into the role science, and scripture interpretation play in one’s 

connection to God’s creation. Form a vision of why and how to protect the environment. Leave 

the session with senses opened to the fresh beauty of life, and better able to celebrate and care 

for creation. Come willing to share several personal experiences in nature. 

Presented by Eric Chamberlain (Environmental Stewardship Mission Group, NH Conference, 

UCC)  
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A10 Best Financial Practices for Churches 

(Intermediate/Some Experience, Also offered Block D10)      This workshop covers financial 

issues of interest to church treasurers, trustees, financial employees, and clergy. Topics include 

government reporting requirements, minister compensation, charitable contributions, the effect 

of 2018 federal income tax changes, church financial controls, investment issues, and document 

retention. 

The goal of this workshop is to provide ministers and lay leaders with an overview and basic 

knowledge of nonprofit financial issues unique to churches.  

Presented by William E. Hoysradt, CPA, MBA (Retired Finance Officer, NH Conference, UCC 

and Stewardship Ministry Co-Chair, Brookside Congregational Church, UCC, Manchester) 

 

A11 Islam 101  

(Introductory/Beginner)   Islam is one of the most misunderstood religions. This presentation 

will go over stereotypes, practices and beliefs of Muslims. The goal of the presentation is a 

better appreciation of the diverse Muslim practices and a better understanding of the complexity 

of Muslim practices.  

Presented by Asma Elhuni (Lead Organizer, United Valley Interfaith Project) 

  

A12 Seeds Need Good Soil: Enhancing Stewardship Programs 

 Part 1 of 2 

(Appropriate for all levels: Beginner to Advanced; this workshop continues in Block B12) 

Topics covered include: the theological and spiritual foundations for fundraising, understanding 

and changing congregational culture around financial issues, dividing responsibilities between 

clergy and lay leaders, and making a strong case for support. This is a two part workshop. The 

impact of this workshop will be multiplied if clergy and lay leaders from a church attend together.   

Presented by Charlie Kuchenbrod (Executive Associate Conference Minister, Connecticut 

Conference, UCC) 
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A13 NH Faith and Labor: Building Beloved Community 

We’re In This Together  

(Appropriate for all levels: Beginner to Advanced) The UCC, as a denomination, has a 

long history of articulating strong support for worker rights and workplace fairness as well as a 

tradition of showing up as allies and moral witnesses in the face of worker struggles for living 

wages and decent working conditions. So how does – or should – our denominational 

commitment to worker justice play out in New Hampshire? Faith and Labor leaders in our state 

are in the midst of exploring what we have in common and how we can become stronger 

together as a moral force for building and sustaining the beloved community envisioned by 

prophetic voices in both biblical and more recent times. Through this workshop, get an update 

on this discernment -- and join us in this exploration. 

 

The goal of this workshop is too explore the why and how of Faith and Labor working together 

as a moral force for worker justice and to build up beloved community. 

 

Presented by Gail Kinney (Justice Minister, Meriden Congregational Church, UCC, and 

Member, Economic Justice Mission Group, NH Conference, UCC) and Joe Cicirelli (Organizing 

Administrator, NH State Employees’ Association/SEIU Local #1984) 

 

A14 What You Should Know About What Children Know 

(Introductory/Beginner) Many parents and many congregations are including their children 

in more of what the church has to offer, including worship. But which Christian practices are 

appropriate for children, and should any be modified when we participate in them together? This 

workshop will address the spiritual, emotional, and cognitive development of children in relation 

to welcoming them into the whole life of the church. 

Presented by Debbie Gline Allen (Consultant for Christian Education and Youth Ministry, 

Massachusetts Conference UCC, Commissioned Minister, United Church of Christ, and 

Member, First Parish Congregational Church UCC, East Derry) 
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A15 Spiritual Care Specialist Program Mini-Workshop on 

  Abuse/Addiction Counseling  

(Introductory/Beginner) This workshop is meant for clergy and pastoral care givers and is 

a mini-workshop in substance abuse/addiction counseling in the parish.  During our time 

together, you will be given tools which will help you when you are dealing with someone who is 

experiencing addiction and/or substance abuse issues in their life. It is meant to be an 

introduction to a larger series of workshops that will be offered on various topics by the New 

England Pastoral Institute in the upcoming months. We look forward to seeing you there! 

The goal of this workshop is to provide a set of tools to help clergy and spiritual care people 

help those dealing with addiction.  

Presented by Rev. Dr. Rhonda MacLeod (Clinical Resident, New England Pastoral Institute) 

and Aaron Pawelek, LICSW, MSW, MTS (Psychotherapist, New England Pastoral Institute) 

 

A16 Essential Oils & The Bible 

(Introductory/Beginner)  Learn about the powerful uses of essential oils in both biblical and 

modern times with contextual scripture references. Share in an interactive session that activates 

mind, body, and spirit! 

The objective of this workshop is to educate individuals about how oils were used in biblical 

times and how they continue to support us today. 

 

Presented by Stacey Pettice (Business Development Executive, United Church Funds and 

doTERRA Wellness Advocate) 

 

A17 Beyond “Contemporary Music” 

(Introductory/Beginner)  John Read, a music director who has served numerous 

denominations, offers a variety of styles and formats that might be unfamiliar to those who play 

or plan church music.  

The objective of this workshop is to expose clergy, church musicians, and lay leaders to a 

variety of ways that church music can uplift and inspire a congregation. 

 

Presented by John Read (Director of Music, St. David’s Episcopal Church, South Yarmouth, 

MA)  
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11:35am – 12:35pm 
 
 

B1 Boundary Awareness for Laity  

(Introductory/Beginner)   When several lay members in the Vermont Conference attended a 

Boundary Awareness Training for clergy, they came away believing that church leaders and 

congregants should be aware of the ethical boundaries that their pastors are paying attention to 

and why. They also felt that church members should be aware of the boundaries between 

members of a church that would help create a healthy Christian Community in their life together. 

They created a program that includes a Leaders Guide and Participant Workbook that can be 

used for a one-day workshop in your church as well as many helpful resources.  

The goal of this workshop is to give an overview of the program and to provide the resources for 

churches who wish to bring this program to their congregations. 

Presented by Rev. Rebecca Larson (Interim Minister, First Congregational Church, Haverhill) 

 

B2 Community Building through 1-on-1 Relationship 

Building  

(Introductory/Beginner)  Retain current members and attract new members by 

building community one relationship at a time.  First Church Hopkinton has implemented what it 

calls a Connections Ministry in which parishioners are reaching out to fellow parishioners 1-on-1 

in coffee shops, on walking paths, and at kitchen tables with only one agenda: getting to know 

one another better.  Come hear about the positive impact this ministry can have on your 

congregation! 

This goal of this workshop is to present a creative new ministry for strengthening the fellowship 

of a local congregation.  

Presented by Rev. Dr. Gordon Crouch (Minister, First Congregational Church of Hopkinton) 
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B3 Back from the Brink: The Growing Danger of Nuclear 

War and What We Can Do About It 

(Introductory/Beginner; Also offered in Block D3) This workshop will provide a 

presentation of the latest data about the increased danger of nuclear war and the likely 

consequences of nuclear war should it happen. We will also discuss the Back from the Brink 

campaign, in which the UCC is participating, and how it can help prevent nuclear war.  

The goal of this workshop is to give participants the tools they need to fully participate in the 

UCC’s Back from the Brink campaign and to build a grass roots movement to prevent nuclear 

war.  

Presented by Ira Helfand, MD (Member, International Steering Group of the International 

Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapon and ICAN; Recipient of the 2017 Nobel Peace Prize, and  

co-President of the International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War, the founding 

partner of ICAN and itself the recipient of the 1985 Nobel Peace Prize. He is also co-Founder 

and Past President of Physicians for Social Responsibility, IPPNW’s US affiliate.) 

 

B4 Secular Books for Sacred Discussion 

(Introductory/Beginner) We want our faith to integrate with our secular lives.  Using 

familiar activities, like a book group which reads very-NOT-church-y books, has dramatically 

increased our fellowship and our skills at integrating our faith into our Monday to Saturday lives.  

Objectives: 

 Review successful tools for selecting and discussing very secular books 

 in a sacred way. 

 Explore techniques for integrating book discussions back into worship 

Presented by Rev. Catherine A. Merrill (Pastor, Brookline Community Church)  
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B5 Bringing Church into the Community through a Special  

Olympics Young Athletes Program  

(Intermediate/Some Experience)   The presentation will inform participants about volunteer 

opportunities at Special Olympics NH (SONH) that support the mission of  SONH while allowing 

local congregations to experience the benefits of community involvement.  

The goal of the workshop is to learn what a Young Athletes program is and how you can start a 

program in your community. You will also learn about volunteering at the SONH Summer 

Games at UNH in Durham, NH in June 2019.  

Presented by Bill Jones (Member, First Congregational Church, Manchester, NH and 

Volunteer, Special Olympics NH) 

 

B6 The Good Samaritan Network: A Christian Response 

to the Opioid Crisis  

(Introductory/Beginner) The Opioid Crisis in NH is at epic proportion. The Governor asked 

the Christian community what they could do to help as the Governor stated, “we cannot arrest 

our way out of this.” The Good Samaritan Network was established in response.  

The goals/objectives of this workshop are: 

1. Describe the history and establishment of the network. 

2. To educate regarding the mission of the network. 

3. To expand the network to churches in the UCC. 

4. To explain how member churches can join and collaborate. 

Presented by Phil Kwiatkowski (Member, South Congregational Church, UCC, Concord, NH), 

Dick Kiernan (Coordinator, NH Alliance) and Joe Johnsick, Sr., (Operations Manager, 

Goffstown Harvest Christian Church) 
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B7 Building a Culture of Service in My Church  

(Introductory/Beginner) Simply Smiles has hosted thousands of UCC church members on 

service trips to their two program locations: The Simply Smiles Home for Children in Oaxaca, 

Mexico and to the Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe Reservation in South Dakota. Learn about both 

of these service opportunities and how you and your church can participate in a service that 

builds dignity and changes lives – including yours! 

The goal of this workshop is to present Simply Smiles Service Trip opportunities in order to 

prompt thought and discussion amongst the attendees about how – and why – communities of 

faith should undertake service. How can we serve groups in need effectively, with dignity, and in 

a way that strengthens our church? Simply Smiles will host a presentation, Q&A, and provide a 

profound and proven opportunity for service.  

Presented by Bryan Nurnberger (President & Founder, Simply Smiles, Inc.)  

 

B8 Travel to Zimbabwe 

(Introductory/Beginner) Ukama partnerships are greatly strengthened by face-to-face 

visits.  This workshop will discuss planning and experiencing trips to Zimbabwe.  It is for 

individuals interested in participating in an NHCUCC trip, tentatively planned for 2020, or for 

churches considering their own church to church trip. Kathy Blair, former chair of the Ukama 

Mission Group, has coordinated several trips to interact with the UCC Zimbabwe and Charen 

Urban, from South Church Newport, has coordinated two church to church trips with City 

Central Church in Mutare, Zimbabwe.   

Participants in this workshop will gain insight into preparing for travel to Zimbabwe and for the 

realities of being in Zimbabwe with their Ukama partners.   

 

Presented by Charen Urban (Member, Board of Christian Outreach, South Congregational 

Church, Newport) and Kathy Blair (Member, United Church of Christ in Keene)  
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B9 Blending Our Worship with Traditional and  

Contemporary Music Using Technology  

(Introductory/Beginner) This workshop presents an opportunity to learn how to keep our 

traditional hymns but blend the contemporary worship songs of the 20th/21th century in our 

worship experiences.  We will also explore doing this when a faith community has limited 

musicians.  The focus will be bringing our worship experiences musically into the 21st century. 

The goal of this workshop is to provide a general demonstration of using traditional hymns 

blended with contemporary songs.  You will:  

 Learn how to access contemporary songs for worship using YouTube when you have 

limited musicians.  

 Sing some hymns that have been contemporized or hymns in original content blended 

with a contemporary song to enhance your worship experience.   

Presented by Rev. Renee Rouse (Pastor, Northwood Congregational Church) 

 

B10 Boundary Awareness Training for Congregations 

(Introductory/Beginner) By definition a boundary is between two entities. For boundaries 

between pastors and congregations the “pastors’ side” is well explored, but what about the 

“congregations’ side”? This workshop will do just that! 

The goal of this workshop is for members of congregations to better understand the role of the 

congregation in maintaining boundaries with the pastor. Specific boundaries will be better 

understood by attendees.  

Presented by Rev. Timothy Wildman (Retired Pastoral Psychotherapist, and Member, First 

Church, Concord) 
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B11 Defunding Hate: How to Raise Our Voices for Humane 

Immigration Policies and an End to Family Separation 

(Introductory/Beginner) We will share up-to-date information, action alerts, talking points 

and events so that you can participate in the urgent work of dismantling our government’s anti-

immigrant agenda, and promote policies that affirm the dignity and safety of our immigrant 

neighbors.  

 

The goal of this workshop is to learn how you can engage at the state and federal level to 

demand policies which honor the human rights of immigrants, keep families together, and 

dismantle our inhumane system of detention and deportation. 

 

Presented by Asma Elhuni (Lead Organizer, United Valley Interfaith Project) and Maggie 

Fogarty (Co-director, American Friends Service Committee) 

 

B12 Seeds Need Good Soil: Enhancing Stewardship Programs 

 Part 2 of 2 

 (This workshop is a continuation of A12)    

 

B13 Awakening to Racial Justice 101 

(Introductory/Beginner) As follow up to the Resolution passed at the NHCUCC 2018 

Annual Meeting, this workshop will explore key concepts in understanding racism through video 

clips and discussion. Participants will be engaged to imagine how their congregation could 

respond and begin some initial practices in undoing racism. Resources will be provided. 

The goals of this workshop are: to understand the terms: white privilege, white supremacy, 

implicit bias, and white fragility and how they impact racism; to distinguish between individual 

bigotry and systemic racism; to be equipped to begin practices in the local church in undoing 

racism. 

Presented by Rev. Dr. Dawn Berry (Chair, Racial Justice Mission Group, NHCUCC, and 

Member, First Congregational Church, UCC, Hopkinton) and Rev. Cathryn Turrentine (Interim 

Minister, Meredith, UCC)   
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B14 How to Start an Interfaith Youth Group 

(Appropriate for all levels: Beginner to Advanced) In the seacoast area, a group of faith 

communities have been getting youth together—including Community Congregational Church (UCC) 

in Greenland and the Islamic Society of the Seacoast Area. Representative from those two faith 

communities will discuss their mutual journey from interfaith dialogues of clergy and lay people to 

working together for Seacoast Family Promise and taking youth on mission trips to refugee families 

in Manchester and NuDay Syria in Derry. 

 

Our hope for this workshop is that other UCC churches will be inspired to reach out to all the children 

of Abraham: Protestants, Catholics, Muslims, Jews, Unitarian Universalists, Baha’i, and more. 

Greater familiarity with our brothers and sisters of different faiths and traditions may increase 

mutual understanding and help bring about a more peaceful world. 

Presented by Rev. Robert Fellows (Pastor, Community Congregational Church, Greenland), 

Dawn Hamdi (Islamic Society of the Seacoast Area), Sami Hamdi (Islamic Society of the 

Seacoast Area), and Brigitte Herz (Islamic Society of the Seacoast Area) 

 

B15 Spiritual Care Specialist Program Mini-Workshop on 

 Grief and Loss 

(Introductory/Beginner) This workshop is meant for clergy and pastoral care givers and is 

a mini-workshop in grief / loss counseling in the parish.  During our time together, you will be 

given tools which will help you when you are dealing with someone who is experiencing grief 

over a major loss in their life. It is meant to be an introduction to a larger series of workshops 

that will be offered on various topics by the New England Pastoral Institute in the upcoming 

months.  

The goal of this workshop is to provide a framework for looking at and walking with parishioners 

who are experiencing grief either because they are terminal or have just lost someone.  

Presented by Rev. Dr. Rhonda MacLeod (Clinical Resident, New England Pastoral Institute) 

and Aaron Pawelek, LICSW, MSW, MTS (Psychotherapist, New England Pastoral Institute) 

 

 

B16 Critical Insurance Issues for Church Leaders 

(Introductory/Beginner) An overview of insurance issues facing churches today along with 

a review of the essential coverages every church needs.  The workshop will include a 

discussion of recent claim trends and risk management practices to reduce the church's 

exposure to losses. 

Presented by Jeff McDonnell (UCC Insurance Board)  
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B17 You Can Change a Girls Destiny 

(Introductory/Beginner) Dress a Girl Around the World is an international nonprofit 

organization providing simple dresses, made by volunteers, to girls in developing countries. 

Each dress is delivered personally by missionaries to the girls with compassion, letting them 

know they are precious in the Lord’s eyes.   

The goal of this workshop is to discuss and inform the audience about the opportunities to 

enrich girl’s lives through a new dress. There will be an opportunity to view photos of the 

distribution of 160+ dresses to girls previously working in dumps. With sponsorships these girls 

are battling poverty with education.  

Presented by Jacqueline Dewey (Ambassador Southern Maine/New Hampshire, Dress a Girl) 

and Ky Wolterbeek (Conference Leader, Safe Passage)  
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12:55pm – 1:55pm 
 

 

C1 Congregational Boundaries – Where to Draw the Line 

(Introductory/Beginner)   This workshop will take a look at congregations and how they 

function emotionally. Pastors are required to take boundary training. What is boundary training 

for congregations?  

The goal of this workshop is for participants to: 

 Gain knowledge of some theological and Biblical understandings of healthy church 

boundaries. 

 Learn insights about congregational emotional process and relationships within the 

congregation.    

Presented by Rev. Rebecca Maccini (Designated Term Pastor, Franklin Church) 

 

C2 Ideas for Reaching Out to Our Communities  

(Introductory/Beginner)   Many of our Churches have rich programs that we offer inside 

our Churches, but what programs are we offering outside our Churches that will make our 

communities aware that we have more to offer? 

The goals of this workshop are: 

 To start thinking beyond our Church walls and engage the public.  

 To share ideas for programs or events that our Churches have used to engage the 

Public. 

 To help create a welcoming awareness of who the UCC Church is. 

Presented by Gerri Cannon (Member, First Parish UCC, Somersworth, NH and Member and 

Representative, NH House of Representatives) 
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C3 Inside an American Prison 

(Introductory/Beginner)    This workshop will explore the violence, cruelty, and abuse present 

in our current criminal system. We will hear first-hand testimonies of those who have endured 

incarceration. We will ask Why? How? And most importantly What are we called to do about it. 

The goals of this workshop are: 

 To raise awareness of injustice. 

 Call the church to action. 

 Discuss hopeful alternatives and possible solutions.  

Presented by Cheryl Stromski (Member in Discernment, Rockingham Association, and 

Member, Stratham, UCC)  

 

C4 Saying “No” to the Culture of NOW! Sabbath Practice 

(Introductory/Beginner) So much of our lives are awesome.  But sometimes all that 

awesomeness can get a little exhausting, overwhelming.  We need tools for tackling the 

screeching demands of our always-on, always-connected, never-enough modern culture.  This 

workshop will help you change a big Ten Commandment from an occasional Eat-Your-Lima-

Beans obligation to weekly Brownie-Sundae-With-Whipped-Cream refreshment. 

Objectives: 

 Create a plan tailored to your family and life that will help you celebrate all you have, 

including the awesomeness. 

 Use ancient practices to say “no”, connect with God, and live more fully with the 

demands the world makes on you. 

Presented by Rev. Catherine A. Merrill (Pastor, Brookline Community Church)  

 

 

C5 Church as People: Church as Place 

(Introductory/Beginner)   This workshop will begin with a brief presentation about place-

identity leading to a facilitated conversation about the relationship of a church’s space to 

accomplishing its mission and ministry goals.  

The primary goal of this workshop is to raise awareness about the importance of conversation 

about what our space(s) say about who we are as the people of God.  

Presented by Rev. Jill H. Small (Interim Pastor, Community Church of Durham, UCC)   
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C6 Winning a Peace: A Window of Opportunity for the  

Korean Peninsula 

(Appropriate of all levels: Beginner to Advanced) President Moon Jae In has led 

the way in the early stages of a meaningful peace on the Korean Penninsula. 2020 has been 

targeted globally by peace activists as the year to go for a full peace treaty, formally ending 

the conflict between North Korea and the United States.  As a handful of factors coincide to 

give us a window, can an organized peace movement move from trying to stop the next war 

into working in earnest toward a meaningful peace? Can that peace include denuclearization 

of the Korean Peninsula? 

The goals/objectives of this workshop are to provide historical context for the current 

situation on the Korean Peninsula, and move attendees toward steps that can be taken to 

support a peace treaty formally ending the US conflict in North Korea and creating space for 

negotiations for denuclearization.  

Presented by Will Hopkins (Executive Director, NH Peace Action)  

 

C7 What, Me a Missionary? 

(General workshop appropriate of all levels) If the word ‘missionary’ conjures up images 

of seminary training and Bible knowledge alone, consider the impact of lay Christians showing 

the love of God through volunteer service. Join the Rays on a journey to Japan where they have 

twice served as short-term Global Ministries missionaries. Learn about the Asian Rural Institute, 

a training center for rural leaders from developing countries. This Global Ministries partner and 

many others offer us opportunities to serve, share, and grow our faith.  

 

The goal of this workshop is to familiarize attendees with short term mission opportunities 

available through Global Ministries and share our experiences as Global Ministries missionaries 

at the Asian Rural Institute in Japan        

   

Presented by Robert Ray (Member, First Congregational Church of Dunbarton, UCC) and 

Joyce Ray (Member, First Congregational Church of Dunbarton, UCC) 
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C8 Our Living Ukama 

(Introductory/Beginner) This workshop will present highlights of the visit from the 

Zimbabwe delegation last October, plus news of the current situation in Zimbabwe and the UCC 

in Zimbabwe. A great workshop for people already in a Ukama partnership or considering one.  

The goal of this workshop is to engage participants in the partnership between the New 

Hampshire Conference and the United Church of Christ in Zimbabwe. 

Presented by Rev. David Keller (Pastor, South Newbury Union Church, and Chair, NHCUCC 

Ukama Mission Group) and Roberta Daw (Member, South Newbury Union Church, and 

Member, NHCUCC Ukama Mission Group) 

 

C9 Faith Communities Embracing “The Other” 

(Introductory/Beginner)    Let’s talk about how we as churches make room in our church 

services and faith communities for the mentally ill, deaf, other abled, the addicted, homeless, 

and once prisoner?   Come join in a candid discussion of how our church services and life 

together in our faith community may or does keep our doors closed to “the other” intentionally 

and unintentionally contradicting our motto “You are welcome here.” 

The goals of this workshop are to: 

 Identify the ways our faith communities deny access to “the other” through a general 

discussion of challenges and realistic ways to embrace “the other” in our faith 

communities. Being prepared to change our attitudes, our bulletins, for example.  

 Identify ways to include “the other” in our faith community in lay leadership, ministry 

teams, and participation in worship services through a discussion of  practical ideas in 

creating opportunities where “the other” can be embraced in our faith communities 

experiencing  “You are welcome here” 

Presented by Rev. Renee Rouse (Pastor, Northwood Congregational Church) 
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C10 Lay-Led Ministry: A Model for the Future? 

(Introductory/Beginner) The presenters will share current literature and examples of 

models of lay-led ministry and their experience with lay-led ministry at the Franconia United 

Church of Christ.  

The goal of this workshop is sharing ideas around lay-led ministry, offering advice based on the 

presenter’s local church experience, and creating a support system for struggling 

congregations.  

Presented by Paula Herbert (Moderator and Deacon, Franconia Community Church of Christ) 

and Robin Lubguban (Member, Franconia Community Church of Christ) 

 

C11 Saving Paradise: How Christianity Traded Love of This  

World for Crucifixion and Empire  

(Introductory/Beginner) “It took Jesus a thousand years to die”, is the opening line from 

the book by Rita Nakashima Brock and Rebecca Ann Parker. Early Christian communities 

fought to help life flourish in the face of imperial power, violence, and death. Join us for an 

introduction to the book and an invitation to explore our past in a 15 week study group course in 

the Fall of 2019 or Spring of 2020.  

Presented by Rev. Emilia Halstead (Pastor, First Church, Concord)  

 

C12 Building a Planned Giving Ministry 

(Appropriate for all levels: Beginner to Advanced) Learn why cultivating planned giving 

is a ministry, and learn about a five step process for building that ministry.  

Presented by Charlie Kuchenbrod (Executive Associate Conference Minister, Connecticut 

Conference, UCC) 
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C13 Raising Up New Hampshire: What Should a Moral  

Economy Look Like in Our State? 

(Appropriate for all levels: Beginner to Advanced)   Shouldn’t one full time job be enough to 

keep a worker in NH from living in constant economic anxiety and fear? Shouldn’t full time work 

in NH, whether for the State or for a nursing home or for a retail business, pay enough to keep a 

working family from needing food stamps or fuel assistance or other core safety net services? Is 

it moral for any full-time worker in NH to be consigned to living in poverty? Almost 8 years ago, 

the NH Legislature repealed NH’s minimum wage law; thus the federal minimum wage of $7.25 

is the legal minimum wage in NH. In 2019, does $7.25 an hour come anywhere close to a moral 

wage? Why does and why must this matter to people in the UCC pews? Join us in exploring the 

answers to these questions and in considering what a moral NH economy should look like and 

how we can get there. Learn about the efforts of “Raise Up NH” and “NH Voices of Faith”. 

 

The goal of this workshop is to explore what a moral economy in NH should look like and to 

discuss how UCC members and congregations can play a role as advocates for public policies 

and actions that will create a more fair and just economy in our state. 

 

Presented by the Rev. John Gregory-Davis (Co-Pastor, Meriden Congregational Church, 

UCC), and Members of the NHCUCC Economic Justice Mission Group 

 

C14 Is Compassion a Virtue or a Vice? A Conversation about 

the 2017 book Democracy in Chains and the Reasons  

Why Your Book Group Should Read It 
 

(Appropriate for all levels: Beginner to Advanced)   For fifty years a well-financed, 

highly sophisticated libertarian Movement has been eroding American citizens’ trust in their 

government. Current efforts to privatize schools and healthcare and limit environmental 

protections are concrete examples of the Movement’s successful agenda.  James Buchanan, a 

1986 Nobel Prize-winning economist who supported libertarian goals, saw compassion as a 

human weakness which could lead to unsustainable social welfare programs.  Join us to learn 

why Democracy in Chains: The Deep History of the Radical Right’s Stealth Plan for America is 

a “must read” at this moment in our nation’s history. 

 

The goal of this workshop is to encourage further conversation about a Movement which, since 

the late forties, has been actively and strategically undermining the moral and religious platform 

upon which our Declaration of Independence and Constitution are based.   

 

Presented by Janet Ward (Member, First Congregational Church, UCC, Hopkinton) and Paul 

Levy 
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C15 Breaking Silence: Tools for Faith Communities to Open 

the Dialogue on Addiction 

(Introductory/Beginner)  This presentation will cover ways local congregations can use 

liturgy and programming to open up a dialogue about the effects of addiction in families, 

churches, and communities.  

The goal of the workshop is to help churches become healing communities for all of us affected 

by the opioid crisis.  

Presented by Rev. Mark Koyama (Senior Pastor, United Church of Jaffrey, and Member, 

NHCUCC Opioid Crisis Mission Group) and Vicki Moore (Member, United Church of Christ in 

Keene, and Member, NHCUCC Opioid Crisis Mission Group) 

 

C16 What’s Up, On the Mountain? 

(Introductory/Beginner)  This workshop will be about our New Hampshire Conference 

United Church of Christ Outdoor Ministry at Horton Center… and beyond!  Come experience a 

little bit of camp, learn about exciting new programs like Vacation Bible Camp and the Horton 

Center Fund, and hear about the new camp sessions on offer this summer.   

 

Join us to find out why so many lives have been changed by this setting of our church, and see 

how you can get away to the ‘wilderness’ to spend some amazing, rejuvenating time in God’s 

Backyard, up on Pine mountain in 2019!   

 

Presented by Tim Hughes (Interim Executive Director, Horton Center) 

 

C17 Socially Responsible Investing: Aligning Your Moral  

Compass to Your Finances 

(Introductory/Beginner)  This workshop is intended to demystify Social Responsibility as it 

relates to investing in covenant with UCC values. We will explore various approaches to 

creating change & impact. Come learn more about how United Church Funds works directly 

with churches and institutions to improve environmental, social and governance behaviors in our 

investments that align with the mission of members and ministries. 

The objective of this workshop is to educate on the process of Socially Responsible Investing. 

Learn how to be good stewards of church endowments through sustainable and ethical 

environmental, social, & governance behaviors. 

 

Presented by Stacey Pettice (Business Development Executive, United Church Funds)  
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2:15pm – 3:30pm 
 

 

D1 Boundary Awareness Training for Churches 

(Introductory/Beginner)  Licensed and Ordained ministers are required to take Boundary 

Awareness Training, but what about the staff, members and lay leaders of the churches they 

serve? Join us for an in-depth discussion of what boundaries are, why they are important, and 

specific steps for establishing healthy boundaries in our churches and lives. (This is a replication 

of a Boundary Awareness Training developed for members and lay Leaders at The United 

Church in Keene last February. Over 40 members attended and felt it was an invaluable 

experience.) 

The goal of this workshop is to educate church staff, lay leaders, and/or members regarding: 

 What boundaries are and why they are important;   

 Risk factors for unhealthy boundary setting;  

 Guidelines for healthy boundary setting;  

 The value of written boundary policies, including how Safe Church Policies and 

Behavioral Covenants can advance healthy relationships. 

 Guidelines for boundary setting with special populations, including those suffering from 

mental illness; 

 Guidelines for boundary setting between members, staff and clergy.   

Presented by Rev. Cynthia E. Bagley (Senior Minister, The United Church of Christ in Keene) 

and Dr. Gary Barnes, Ph.D. (Executive Director, Maps Counseling Services) 
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D2 Love and Leadership across Denominations:  

the NH Council of Churches 

(Introductory/Beginner) Some believe that the era of ecumenism is over, but the world 

needs a united Christian witness more than ever. Meet Rev. Jason Wells, executive director of 

the NH Council of Churches, to talk about how diverse congregations work together on social 

and spiritual issues. Areas of cooperation have included: the Poor People's Campaign, fighting 

Islamophobia, responding to an opioid crisis, the repeal of the death penalty, Sanctuary 

Churches and immigrant solidarity. The class will include discussion on both the structural and 

personal questions of church division and unity. 

The goal of this workshop is to introduce congregations to the ongoing work and witness of the 

NH Council of Churches and to invite new partners into our shared mission. 

Presented by Rev. Jason Wells (Executive Director, NH Council of Churches) 

 

D3 Back from the Brink: The Growing Danger of Nuclear 

War and What We Can Do About It 

(Introductory/Beginner; Also offered in Block B3) This workshop will provide a 

presentation of the latest data about the increased danger of nuclear war and the likely 

consequences of nuclear war should it happen. We will also discuss the Back from the Brink 

campaign, in which the UCC is participating, and how it can help prevent nuclear war.  

The goal of this workshop is to give participants the tools they need to fully participate in the 

UCC’s Back from the Brink campaign and to build a grass roots movement to prevent nuclear 

war. 

Presented by Ira Helfand, MD (Member, International Steering Group of the International 

Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapon and ICAN; Recipient of the 2017 Nobel Peace Prize, and  

co-President of the International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War, the founding 

partner of ICAN and itself the recipient of the 1985 Nobel Peace Prize. He is also co-Founder 

and Past President of Physicians for Social Responsibility, IPPNW’s US affiliate.) 
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D4 Listening to the Holy Spirit  

(Introductory/Beginner, Also offered in Block A4) God may still be speaking, but how 

good are we at listening?  You’ll develop a practical, hands-on plan for improving your skills at 

seeking God’s direction in your life.  Based on tested Ignatian discernment practices, this 

workshop will help leaders seeking God’s help in changing and growing their churches.  Don’t 

wait for the burning bush, set your own soul on fire! 

Objectives:  

 Develop a practical, hands-on plan for improving your skills at seeking God’s direction in 

your life. 

 Leave with a tool kit for working through the challenges of subtle nudges or deep 

silences from God 

Presented by Rev. Catherine A. Merrill (Minister, Brookline Community Church) 

 

D5 The Extravagant and Accessible Welcome: Promoting  

Accessibility for People with Disabilities in Worship and  

Church Life 

(Introductory/Beginner) This workshop will explore ways that worship and church activities 

can be made more accessible to those with physical disabilities, hearing and vision 

impairments, cognitive impairments, and autism spectrum and sensory processing disorders 

across the life span. Participants will consider “disability” as defined by the World Health 

Organization, and how that perspective can inform our efforts to remove barriers to participation 

in church life. 

The goals/objectives of this workshop are:  

 Understand medical model vs. social model of disability 

 Recognize barriers to participation 

 Learn ways to remove barriers for various disability communities  

Presented by Linda Lannin (Occupational Therapist, Assistive Technology Professional, and 

Member, Congregational Church of Amherst)  
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D6 That God is a Funny Guy: How to Keep the Faith When  

Knee Deep in Dementia 

(Intermediate/Some Experience)     This workshop is for caregivers and for people who know 

and love people with dementia and Alzheimer’s. It can be doom and gloom. Or you can follow 

the advice of Michelle Williams O’Donnell (known to Facebook followers as “The Dementia 

Dame) and just go with it—it’s so much easier.  

 

The Goals/Objectives of Workshop are: 

 To help caregivers and loved ones navigate dementia and Alzheimer’s with the dash of 

humor that it deserves. 

 To show attendees that they have untapped amounts of faith.  

 

Presented by Michelle Williams O’Donnell (Member, Bartlett Congregational Church)  

 

D7 Transgender:  Truth and Transcendence 

(Introductory/Beginner) This workshop will introduce the transgender experience.  

Drawing from experience with friends, family, clients and reading, Rev. Dr. David Reynolds will 

educate attendees about the current understandings and experiences of trans people in our 

culture and churches.  The workshop will name the role of allies in the struggles of 

understanding and justice. 

 

The goal of this workshop is to provide an introduction to the experience of being transgender; 

educate on how to listen to narratives of transgender people; and provide an understanding of 

the important role of allies. 

 

Presented by Rev. Dr. David B. Reynolds (Executive Director, Pastoral Counseling Services, 

and Member, Deerfield Community Church, UCC)   
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D8 Fresh Expressions of Church 

(Introductory/Beginner) Here is a proven and transformational way to renew churches into 

vital and missional faith communities for the 21st century!  Fresh Expressions of Church has 

been embraced by the American Baptist Churches of NH and VT.  It can positively impact your 

UCC church!  Real life New Hampshire church examples of Fresh Expressions positively 

making a difference will be shared.  

 

Fresh Expressions is an international movement of missionary disciples cultivating new kinds of 

church alongside existing congregations to more effectively engage our growing post-Christian 

society.  Beginning in 2004 as an initiative of the Church of England and the British Methodist 

Church, the movement has resulted in the birth of thousands of new communities in the UK 

alone and brought renewal to scores of established churches. The movement has spread to 

Australia, Canada, New Zealand, South Africa, and Germany. In 2010, the movement began 

taking shape in the US. 

Presented by Rev. Jim Howard (Member, A New Thing Task Force Mission Group and 

Parishioner, First Congregational Church of Hopkinton) 

D9 Celebrate Earth 

(Introductory/Beginner, Also offered Block A9)    This session celebrates and explores the 

most intimate and revelatory source of the closeness of God – experiences in nature. Explore 

your ecohistory. Gain insight into the role science, and scripture interpretation play in one’s 

connection to God’s creation. Form a vision of why and how to protect the environment. Leave 

the session with senses opened to the fresh beauty of life, and better able to celebrate and care 

for creation. Come willing to share several personal experiences in nature. 

Presented by Eric Chamberlain (Environmental Stewardship Mission Group, NH Conference, 

UCC) 

 

D10 Best Financial Practices for Churches 

(Intermediate/Some Experience, Also offered Block A10)      This workshop covers financial 

issues of interest to church treasurers, trustees, financial employees, and clergy. Topics include 

government reporting requirements, minister compensation, charitable contributions, the effect 

of 2018 federal income tax changes, church financial controls, investment issues, and document 

retention. 

The goal of this workshop is to provide ministers and lay leaders with an overview and basic 

knowledge of nonprofit financial issues unique to churches.  

Presented by William E. Hoysradt, CPA, MBA (Retired Finance Officer, NH Conference, UCC 

and Stewardship Ministry Co-Chair, Brookside Congregational Church, UCC, Manchester) 
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D11 For the Love of Immigrants: God’s Ripples from Madbury 

(Introductory/Beginner) This workshop describes how sharing the tiny church building in 

Madbury has led to the NHCUCC Immigrant and Refugee Support Group and the NH Immigrant 

Visitation Program.  Take a verbal day tour visiting immigrants in the jail.  Hear stories from 

immigrants who have been freed and their hosts. The goal of this workshop is to learn how you 

can help to release a detained immigrant and give them a hand getting a bright new future 

started. 

 

Presented by Nancy Pape (Member, NHCUCC Immigrant & Refugee Support Group), Benlyne 

Louis, Bienfait Barabara Polepole, and Andrew Nkenchor (Members, Madbury United 

Church of Christ)  

 

D12 Dollars and Sense  

(Introductory/Beginner) This workshop is intended for treasurers and trustees, clergy who 

work with them and others with financial oversight responsibilities. We will explore fiscal 

management issues, including accounting, governance, oversight, safety, and compliance. 

Learn about best practices and common pitfalls so you can create a more effective ministry and 

inspire generosity. 

Presented by Charlie Kuchenbrod (Executive Associate Conference Minister, Connecticut 

Conference, UCC) 

 

D13 Toward Reparations 

(Appropriate for all levels: Beginner to Advanced) In 2016, a United Nations Working 

Group on People of African Descent declared that the US owes black people reparations for this 

nation’s history of “racial terrorism.”  But what are “reparations?”  How could anything we do 

ever repair the continuing damage and legacy of slavery and white supremacy?  And why do 

reparations matter especially to people of faith?   Come join us to learn how and why our faith 

calls us toward making reparations for past and present racial injustice  in our continuing quest 

to build the Beloved Community wherein Black Lives Matter, not more than, but certainly not 

less than, the lives of all God’s people.  

 

The goals of this workshop are: 

 To explore a reparations paradigm as critical to achieving racial justice & reconciliation. 

 To learn the meaning and history of, and rationale for, reparations. 

 To brainstorm and discuss meaningful ways for individuals and churches to enact 

reparations. 

 

Presented by Rev. John Gregory-Davis (Co-pastor, Meriden Congregational Church, UCC)  
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D14 Confirmation: Is This Model Still Valid for Today's Youth? 

(Introductory/Beginner) "How do you get rid of the bats in the church belfry? Confirm them 

and you'll never see them again." This joke is more sad than amusing these days as we try to fit 

everything we believe our teens should know into a one or two-year program, and then wonder 

if they'll remain engaged in the faith community. Has the model of Confirmation lost its 

effectiveness? This workshop will address multiple issues around Confirmation and stimulate 

adaptive thinking toward more effective models.  

Presented by Debbie Gline Allen (Consultant for Christian Education and Youth Ministry, 

Massachusetts Conference UCC, Commissioned Minister, United Church of Christ, and 

Member, First Parish Congregational Church UCC, East Derry) 

 

D15 Introduction to Soul Collage 

(Introductory/Beginner) Immerse yourself in a fun, inspiring, and intuitive time of 

creativity—playfully creating small collaged images for a deeper self-understanding. You will 

begin to create your own deck of SoulCollage® cards and practice reading them through a self-

exploration process led by a trained, compassionate Facilitator.  SoulCollage® cards can 

provide meaningful insights and guidance for your life’s journey.  SoulCollage® is easy to learn 

and requires no previous artistic skills and you will take home at least one completed card and 

hopefully a love of this creative process. 

SoulCollage® is a creative fun tool for easy, artful self-expression.  It was developed by Seena 

B. Frost, M. Div, MA.  Using intuition and imagination, you create your own collaged cards in 

which each card reflects a different aspect of who you are.   

The cards are made from simple materials: Magazine images, scissors, glue, and mat board.  

Best of all, it is a creative process that is truly accessible to everyone, even people who feel 

they have no artistic ability.  

This introductory workshop includes all the materials you need to complete your own cards. 

If you’re looking for a fun, playful, and experiential workshop at Prepared to Serve, this is the 

one for you!  

Presented by Liz Greenberg (Trained SoulCollage® Facilitator, Mental Health Therapist, and 

Member, First Parish Congregational Church, UCC, East Derry) 
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D16 Ask a Muslim Anything  

(Introductory/Beginner) Based on questions posed by the audience Robert Azzi will speak 

about Islam, about what it’s like to be Muslim in America, how he came to convert to Islam, 

about the religion of Islam and its history – especially in America – about his interfaith work and 

about the Middle East, terrorism and associated political and social issues. 

 

The goal of this workshop is to enhance understanding (and hopefully correct 

misunderstandings) about Islam as the 3rd of the major monotheistic religions, to discuss what 

we have in common as well as what separates us culturally and theologically. 

 

Presented by Robert Azzi (Photojournalist, Columnist and Public Speaker who lives in Exeter 

NH. Azzi has been a Nieman Fellow in Journalism at Harvard University, a member of the 

Leadership Council of the Harvard Divinity School, an advisor to Tufts University’s Fletcher 

School committee on Islam and South-West Asia and recently became a board member of 

ACLU-NH.) 
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DIRECTIONS TO PEMBROKE ACADEMY  

209 Academy Road                                                                                                
Pembroke, NH 03275 

 

From the SOUTH:  Take Route 93 North to Exit 13/Manchester Street in Concord.  Turn right off the exit 
ramp onto Manchester Street/Route 3 South.  ***  
 
From the NORTH:  Take Route 93 South to Exit 13/Manchester Street in Concord.  Turn left off the exit 
ramp onto Manchester Street/Route 3.  *** 
 
From the EAST:  Take Route 4 to Route 393 towards Concord.  Take Route 93 South toward Manchester.  
Take Exit 13/Manchester Street.  Turn left off the exit ramp onto Manchester Street/Route 3.  *** 
 
From the WEST:  Take Route 89 to Route 93 North.  Travel north on Route 93 to Exit 13/ Manchester 
Street in Concord.  Turn right off the exit ramp onto Manchester Street/Route 3.  *** 
 
 
*** Follow Manchester Street/Route 3 South for approximately 5 miles into Pembroke.  You will pass the 
Pembroke Public Library and the First Congregational Church, Pembroke on your left.  At the traffic light 
take a left onto Academy Road (landmarks at the intersection: Pembroke School District Sign and DRC 
Automotive).  Follow Academy Rd. just a few hundred feet and turn right at the main entrance marked by a 
sign “Main Entrance – Home of the Spartans.”  Drive into the parking lot and park your car near the 
school’s greenhouse which is located next to the main entrance to the school.  Accessible parking is 
available opposite the greenhouse.  If you are dropping people or materials off at the door, please take a 
right at the greenhouse and use the circle drop off area directly in front of the main entrance to the school.  
Driving time from Rt. 93 to Pembroke Academy is approximately 10 minutes. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BRING THIS BOOKLET                                    

WITH YOU TO THE EVENT! 

Remember 


